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YPRES 

AND THE BATTLES FOR ITS POSSESSION 

FOREWORD 



r ■ 



The town of Ypres lies in a sort of natural basin formed by a maritime 
plain intersected by canals, and dominated on the north, north-east and 
south by low wooded hills. 

These canals, of which the Yser Canal is the most important, follow a 
general direction south-east — north-west. A number of streams flowing 
in the same direction also water the plain. In addition, there are the Dicke- 
busch, Zillebeke and Bellewaarde ponds. 
: The hills forming the sides of this basin are very low and partly wooded. 
The line of their crests runs approximately from north to south, through 
Houthulst Forest (road from Po^cnppelle to Clereken), Poelcappelle, 
Passchel^aele, Broodseinde"; 6c~celaere', Gheluvelt, the strategic Elevation 
60 (south of Zillebeke) and St. Eloi. Further south is the Messines-Wyts- 
chaete ridge, and to the south-west the Hills of Flanders. 

Houthulst Forest is the largest of the woods. Next come the islets of 
Westroosebeke and Passchendaele, then, south of Zonnebeke, Polygone 
Wood, Nonne-Bosschen (or Nonnes) Wood, and the Woods of Glencorse, 
Inverness and Herenthage. 

In this region, with its essentially maritime climate, tlte war assumed 
a character entirely different from that of the rest of the front. The marshy 
ground, almost at sea-level, is further sodden by constant rain and mists, 
and forms a spongy mass, in which it was impossible to dig trenches or 
underground shelters. Water is found immediately below the surface, 
so that the only possible defence-works were parapets. The bursting shells 
made huge craters which, promptly filling with water, became so many 
death-traps for wounded and unwounded alike. 

The defence on both sides consequently centred around the woods, 
villages, and numerous farms, which were converted into redoubts with 
concrete blockhouses and deep wire entanglements. The slightest bits of 
rising ground here played an important part, and were fiercely disputed. 
The crests which dominate the basin of Ypres were used as observation- 
posts — the lowering sky being usually unfavourable for aerial observation — 
while their counter-slopes masked the concentrations of troops for the attacks. 

It Was therefore along the line of crests and around the fortified farms 
that the fighting reached its maximum of intensity. 

The principal military operations which took place in the vicinity of the 
town between October 1914 and November, 1917, may be divided as 
follows : — First, a powerful Gorman offensive — a counter-stroke to the 
battles of the Yser — then a very definite effort to take the town. The rdle 
of the Allied armies was at that time purely defensive. 

The second stage was marked by British and Franco-British offensives, 
begun in the second half of 1910 and considerably developed during the 
summer and autumn of the following year. The object of these opera- 
tions, which ended in November. 1917. was the clearing of Ypres. All the 
objectives were attained and the plains of Flanders were opened to the Allies. 

A final effort by the Germans in great strength to the south of the town 
was checked by the resistance of the Allies in April, 1918. In September 
and October, 1918, the enemy troops finally evacuated the country under 
pressure of the victorious Allied offensive. 
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THE GERMAN OFFENSIVE OF 1014 

(October 29-November 15, 1914.) 

Preliminary Operations. 

After the victory ot the Marne, which drove the Germans north ot the 
Aisne, began the operations known as " the Race to the Sea. " Each side 
endeavoured to outpace the other, with the object of surrounding the 
enemy's marching wing. 

This remarkable " Race to the Sea " — a widely extended movement 
splendidly carried out by General Foch, and in which the Allied forces In 
their march towards the north constantly outstripped the enemy- — might 
have been used as the starting-point for a grand Allied offensive against the 
German right, but the exhaustion or the Belgian army, after the terrible 
trials which it had just gone through in its retreat on the Yser — following 
on the fall of Antwerp — and the delays in the transport of the British troops 
from the Aisne front to the north, prevented the development of this 

It was therefore only possible for the Allied armies to fix their front and 
make it impregnable. 

The stages Of this race to the sea and the fixation of the front took place 
between September 20 and October 23, 1914. 



The Forces Engaged. 

(October 1914.) 



When the First Battle of Ypres opened, the British Forces in line between 
Zonnebeke and Armentieres comprised four divisions of infantry and two 
weak cavalry divisions, i. e. the 1st and 2nd Divisions of the 1st Corps 
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(Haig), the 7th Division (Capper) — the nucleus of the 4th Corps — the 
4th Division of the 3rd Corps, and 2 divisions of Allenby's Cavalry Corps. 

Thi*ee other British divisions held the front between Armentieres and 
La Bassee, but did not take part in the battle. 

Facing these weak forces were the German IYlh Army, consisting of the 
Xlllth, XVth and XVIth active Corps, and the Ilnd Bavarian Corps, 
reinforced during the battle by a Division of the Guards. 

The British Cavalry Corps had to face several German Cavalry Corps. 

To make up for their setback in the race to the sea, the German High 
Command decided on a strenuous effort to break through the Allies' front 
at Ypres. The " Battle for Calais " was about to begin. 

The enemy confidently expected to reach the coast, from which they 



In a counter- offensive the British, supported on their left by French 
divisions, reached the village of Becetaere, between Zonnebcke and Ghe- 
luvelt, but were unable to hold it. 

Further south, the British were forced to abandon Zandvoorde and 
Hollebeke. 

Gheluvelt, first lost on October 30, was recaptured on the 31st in a 
counter-attack by the 1st Corps. 

Supported by three French battalions the British subsequently repulsed 
all attacks and successfully barred the road from Menin to Ypres. 

On the evening □( the 31st, the line In the eastern sector ran as follows ■ 
east of Frezenberg, Gheluvelt, east of Klein Zlllebeke and the bend In the 
canal to the north-east of Hollebeke. 



During the night of October 31, the Messines-Wytschacte crest was again 
liereely attacked. The Germans gained a footing in Wylschaete and broke 
the British line to the north o( Mcssines. a withdrawal became necessary, 
and at dawn the line was set back as far as the western outskirts of Wul- 

Dnnns; the day of November 1, Wytschaele was retaken and lost again, 

Trench Zouaves, acting as reinforcements, held their ground doggedly 
in front of St. Eloi. The enemy offensive redoubled in intensity, and the 
situation became desperate. As a result of the flooding of the Yser, the 
Herman Illrd Corps in the northern seclor became available and joined in 
the assault. 

The French Nth Corps, hurriedly called ii|i, counter-attacked furiously 
and succeeded in driving back I In: (leriiiiiiis and in gaining a fresh footing 
in the western outskirts of Wytschaele. On November 9, the French 
were once more in possession of the western crest of Mcssines-Wytschaele. 

This check did not ilaunl. (.he Hermans, who, ha vine; just been reinforced 
from their Belgian garrisons, directed their efforts further to the north. 
The attack was me.de by compact masses of troops on the St. Flol-Zwarte- 
leen front, the movement coinciding with ;i llinist against Gheluvelt on I he 
Menin-Ypres Road. At the latter point the front was momentarily broken, 
but furious counter-attacks re-established the original positions. The 
French troops which held the bend of the canal north-east of Hollebeke were 
overpowered and thrown back on Verbranden-Molen. A counter-attack 



Tli ft bul. I.li: continued to rsifjc wil.li increasing violence, tlio culminating 
point being reached on November 11. At dawn the Germans, after a terri- 
lic artillery preparation lasting several hours, attacked with the infantry or 
the 1st and 4th Brigades of the Prussian Guards. They succeeded in pierc- 
ing the line in three places, and forced their way into the woods behind the 
trendies to a depth of rather more than two miles through the principal 
breach. 
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hand-to-hand struggle amid great confusion. The losses on both sides 
were very heavy, without any decisive result being attained. 

The weather, previously bad, now became a violent storm. During the 
night, under cover of the hurricane, the Prussian Guard broke through the 
Allies' front. Ypres — the prize on which the Kaiser had set his heart — 
seemed at last within the enemy's grasp. 

But the British, momentarily demoralized, quickly rallied and drove 
back the Prussians in a heroic charge. 

The struggle continued fiercely during the following days, the 
Germans launching numerous attacks with ci>iii}juct masses of troops. 
The deep lines of infantry, led by young ollicers, whose undeniable 
courage did not compensate for their lack of experience, were mown 

Exasperated by this check, the enemy set about to destroy the town 
which they were unable to take. On November 10, German aeroplanes 
dropped incendiary bombs, and thenceforth the bombardment was conduct- 
ed methodically both by aeroplane iincl by ;,miis liring from ten to twenty 
shells per minute. 

Up to the 13th, the town had suffered comparatively littlo. The Cloth 
Hall had only been hit by two shells (on the &tli) ami by a few bombs. But 
in the disastrous days of October 22, 23 and afterwards, the bombardment 
became more intense and belter regulated. The Germans brought up an 
armoured train to Mouthem, which, directed by observation balloons, 
rained incendiary and explosive shells on the town. On the evening of 
the 23rd, all that remained of the Place des llalles was a heap of ruins. 



The Cloth Hall in flames (November 22, 1914). 

The Germans, unable to capture Ypres, destroyed it methodically by shell-fire 

(pftolo Antuny, Ypres). 



Period of Comparative Calm. 
(December, 1914— April, 1915.) 

Having failed to pierce the front in the neighbourhood of Ypres, the 
Germans abandoned their attacks in close formation, and operations in 
this sector were soon limited to incessant artillery actions, occasionally 
followed by fierce surprise attacks at isolated points. 

Some of the attacks during this period of comparative calm are worthy 
of note. 

On December 10, the Germans launched three attack" against the 
British troops in front of St. Eloi, only one of which gave any result. The 
enemy captured the first trendies of the Allies' line, but were driven out 
on the following night by a counter-attack. 

Other attempts were made during the following week, with the same 
negative result. 

Oil December 17. the (Jon a iitliieked in force to the north-west of 

Ypres. Zonnebeke, l.angciuard; anil lii\M.'hoOt.e were bitterly disputed, and 
the two last-named villages remained in the bunds of the enemy. 

These buttles were fuiiglil in a sea of mud formed by the rain and the 
fhnnlinjr of the land by Hie Delj-dans. 

One Cul'inel wrote : " 'The. 'ii-tiuml '■<( whirl/ in tin fit/litiny is awful. There 
is a crast about a foot tli/ek luhir.i/ in ctiiii/tiwiitirfii/ ijnini. hut underneath there 
is injllonih-xs mud. Men slaiulin/i in trrnrlirn faiir vr fire feel deep are almost 
unable to yd out, and araduutttj sink until il takes sererul mt-.n la extricate 
them. " 

The first fortnight, of January was comparatively quiet. During the 
second fortnight a strong German attack broke dov.ii before the front-line 
trenches near Bixschoote. 

The continual rains in this previously flooded district rendered all ueti- 



The Front-Line during the Wihteh Campaign of 1914-1915. 

vity impossible, save that of the artillery, which continued to bombard 
unceasingly during February. 

It was only in the first halt of March that the opposing armies became 
really active. From the 5th to 11th, powerful German attacks were repul- 
sed between Dixmude and the Lys. 

The British, on their part, were not inactive during this period. They 
fought a vigorous action between the Lys and La Bassee, captured Neuve- 
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Chapelle after prolonged strenuous fighting, and took a thousand prisoners 

including several officers. 

As the weather conditions improved, the number of local engagements 
increased. In an enemy attack on St. Eloi, between March 12 and 18, the 
British first lost and then recaptured that village. Further south, during 
the first half of April, fierce engagements were fought without decisive 
result in front of the villages of Kemmel and Wulverghem. 

The Germans continued to bombard Ypres with large calibre shells, 
heaping ruins upon ruins. 

THE SECOND BATTLE OF YPRES 

(April — June, 1915.) 

The long period of enforced inaction during the winter months, and the 
depressing waiting in the icy mud, were now succeeded first by local enemy 
attacks, then by a fresh powerfully organised attempt by the Germans to 
capture Ypres. 

The battle began on April 14 with a strong unsuccessful thrust to the 
north of Ypres. The British replied by attacking Elevation 60. 

On April 17, after the firing of a powerful mine, the hill was brilliantly 
captured, and in spite of bitter counter-attacks on the 18th by the Germans, 
who fully realised the importance of this point d'appui, the position remained 
in the hands of the British. 

Meanwhile, a new German offensive was being prepared, which their 
High Command believed would prove irresistible, thanks to the use of a new 
weapon, as murderous as it was unexpected. 

Although Germany had signed the clause of the Hague Convention (July 
29, 1899), which prohibits the lise of asphyxiating gas, her unscrupulous 
leaders now made use for the first time of this treacherous weapon. 

In accordance with their usual practice, they claimed that the British 
used the gas first, and that they used it only in reprisal. Needless to say, 
this assertion was pure fiction. 

On April 22 the front ran as follows : Belgian troops held the canal ; the 
French 45th Colonial Infantry Division, resting on the canal, and passing 
through Bixschoote, linked up with the troops of the Canadian 3rd Brigade.- 

Throughout the morning of April 22, the Germans bombarded the first 
lines, while the roads behind were swept by the fire of the heavy artillery, ' 
including 16-in. guns. The bombardment continued into the afternoon. 

Suddenly, at about 4 p. m., there rose from the German trenches, oppo- 
site the lines occupied by the French Colonial troops, a strange opaque cloud 
of greenish-yellow fumes. A light breeze from the north-east wafted this 
cloud towards the French, who, a few moments later, fell gasping for breath 
in terrible agony. Terror spread through the ranks, especially among the 
African troops. A panic inevitably followed, which quickly spread from the 
front to the rear lines. 

Behind that cloud of gas the German troops advanced, protected by a 
heavy barrage and intense machine-gun fire. 

The French Colonial troops fell back several miles towards Ypres, and 
the Germans took Steenstraat, Het Sas and Pilkem, together with many 
prisoners. 

The withdrawal of the French uncovered the left flank of the Canadians, 
who were on their right, and they in turn were obliged to fall back, leaving 
four guns in the hands of the Germans. 

In the afternoon the Canadians rallying, took the offensive, recovered 



(April 24, 1915.) 

part of the lost ground between Slecnslraat and Langemarck, together 
with their guns, mid inflicted a sanguinary defeat on the Germans. 

Further north, on the Yscr Gunal, the enemy took advantage of Hie 
disorder caused by the gas lo cross the canal nt Steenslrnol Bridge, mid 
reached the village of Uzcrne near Zuydsclioote, where they strongly en- 
trenched themselves. But Zouaves, aided by Belgians, counler-a Hacked 
in force, retook Lizerne, and advanced along the causjl. 

The greatest German effort was made on April 25 against the British 

The attacking troops had been grouped on both sides of the railway from 
Ypres to Roulers, near Broodseinde, but in spite of fierce attacks they could 
not break the British lines, and once more their dastardly methods failed 



In December, a new olTensive by Hie Ger 
fas. There was unusual artillery activity, al 
and British, being brought into action. 

On December 30, Field- Marsha] French roc 
o[ Ypres ", in commemoration of the vigorous 

On February 12, 1916, the Germans launched fresh attacks in the west, 
near Stecnstraat and Het-Sas, and attempted to cross the Yser. After being 
smartly checked, tbey furiously attacked the British trenches between the 
Ypres-Comtnes Canal artd the railway, and succeeded in capturing one of 
them for a length of 600 yards. This trench, on account of its frequently 



; known as tlie " International Trench. " A few 
ritish retook it. 

mc limited to a continuous artillery duel, with 
.■ attacks. 

to the south was the scene of constant fighting 
the shell-craters. 

On April 19, the lighting assumed a more serious character. An un- 
important German attack near St. Eloi and along the Ypres-Langemarck 
Road was the [include Ui operations by considerable enemy forces, having 
(or their objective the great undulating slopes between Elevation 60 and 
Armcntieres. 



The first of these attacks look place on April 2'>. 191G, but Tailed. Two 
days later a night attack with gas was repulsed with hand grenades. 

A third attempt was made in May, 1910, more to the south towards 
Armcntieres, on the sides of the road connt'Ctin^ ttiat town will) Ypres. 
The British, entrenched in a wood near I'loesrsU'crl. Yilkiiri 1 . were assailed by 
three German columns, and were only able lo repulse two of them. The 
third took the position, but Scottish troops counter-attacked and drove the 

The most Important of the enemy attacks during this period took place 
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The attack was carried out in considerable strength between Hooge and the 
Ypras-Comines Railway, 

The artillery preparation began at 9.15 a.m on June 1, and at noon the 
first assaulting nave entered the front line trenches. 

The battle died down for a Few minutes in the evening, only 
to break 'out again during the night. The Germans succeeded in crush- 
ing in the front to a depth of some 700 yards in the direction of 
Zlllebeke, but the next day a portion of the lost ground was retaken by 
the Canadians. 



north of Hooge were lost : hut on the I3Ui the valiant Canadians, who had 
previously recaptured the original positions abandoned on June I , resumed 
the offensive, and re-established the lines from the southern part of Sanc- 
tuary Wood to a point 1,000 yards north of Elevation 60. 

Throughout the days of June 26 and 28 there was an extremely violent 
bombardment, to which the British guns replied effectively. The Germans, 
Whose losses from the attacks and this artillery lire were very heavy, 
declared : " Belgium mill be our grave. " 

These were the last operations in which the enemy took the offensive. 
All their efforts had failed, whether their object had been to turn the left 
flank of the Allies, to break the lines around Ypres, or merely to take the 
town. 



The British Offensive of June 7, 1917, against Messines Ridge, 



The Germans made an effort to rally, but their first counter-attacks, 
near Oosttaverne and to the cast of Messines, failed. 

At about 7 p.m., on June, 8, a fresh German cmml <■!--;! tUck was launched 
along the whole of the new front between St. Yvon and the Ypres-Comines 
Canal. Other engagements were fought to the east of Messines and near 
Klein Zlllebeke. Although reinforced by fresh divisions, the German attack 
was broken by midnight. 

Resuming their offensive, the British on the morning of June 1 1, captur- 
ed the whole system of German trenches, nearly a mile In length, situated 
near Potorie Farm, to the south-east of Messines. The next day fresh pro- 
gress was made along nearly two miles of the front to the north-east of 
Messines, and the hamlet of Gapaard occupied. 
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After the offensive — limited in scope — of June, 7 which reduced the 
salient south of Ypres, the British continued to press the enemy. 

Frequent raids kept the Germans on the alert and secured important 
points d'appui. 

On June 14, the Germans were forced to abandon an important part 
of their first-line trenches between the Lys and St. Yvon. On the same day 
a considerable advance was made east of Ploegsteert Wood, and in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Gapaard Village. 

During the night of the 14th a double attack was made : one to the east 
of Messines ; the other along both banks of the Ypres-Comines Canal, to 
the north-west of Hollebeke. These attacks gave the British a large number 
of trenches, which they held in spite of fierce counter-attacks. 

To sum up, during the latter half of June an advance of 500 to 1 ,000 yanjs 
in depth was made along the whole front line between Klein Zillebeke and 
the Lys. 

The month of July passed in raids, patrols, and reconnoitring, prepara- 
tory to the new offensive of July 31. 

This far-reaching offensive, which lasted from July 31 to the end of 
October, may be divided into six successive phases, and ended with the 
liberation of Ypres. 



First Phase. 

(July 31— August 15.) 

Capture of the First and Second German Lines. 

When the battle began, the firing line extended from Dixmude, along the 
Yser Canal, then followed the Yperlee River, on the left bank of the Yser 
Canal. It next passed through Lizerne to Het-Sas, whence it followed the 
canal to Boesinghe. 

Opposite this village the line crossed the canal and the Ypres-Bruges 
railway, then passed the Quatre-Chemins cross-roads, descending thence to 
Essenfarm and Kruppfarm, which lie on either side of the Pilkem Road. 

Continuing west of Wieltje Village, it passed south of Verlorenhoek 
Chateau, skirted Verlorenhoek Village, and descended west of Hooge, 
after crossing the Ypres-Roulers railway. 

It next skirted the northern part of Sanctuary Wood, then entered the 
latter, coming out to the south of Zwarteleen. 

From there, the line extended southwards, passed west of Hollebeke, 
east of Gapaard, and skirted the eastern fringe of Ploegsteert Wood. 

During the fortnight preceding the offensive, changes were made in the 
order of the forces holding the line. 

British troops relieved the Belgians and French who had been operating 
near the coast, in the direction of Lombaertzyde. 

Moreover, the French forces, placed at the disposal of General An- 
thoine, had taken up positions between the Belgians and the British from 
Reninghe to Elverdinghe. 
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At 4 a.m. on July 31, in spite of unfavorable weather, the British, under 
the command of Generals Plumer and Gough, co-operating with the Franco- 
Belgian troops of General Anthoine, attacked in force along a front of four- 
teen miles from Dixmude to the Lys. 

In the French sector, the greater part of the troops had crossed the Yser 
during the night. The artillery then pounded the first and second German 
• lines, and as soon as the range had been lengthened, the infantry dashed 
forward. At the scheduled hour the first and second enemy lines from 
Dixmude to Bixschoote, to a depth in places of almost two miles, were 
occupied, while Bixschoote, Steenstraat, and Kortekeer Inn fell. 

The British were on the right of the French. The Ypres-Roulers Road 
formed the axis on which their attack turned. On the left of this road 
they pierced the German lines to a depth of nearly two miles, and occupied 
the bridges over the Steenbeek Canal. Several villages were captured : 
Verlorenhoek, Frezenberg, St. Julien, Pilckem, in addition to a large number 
of fortified farms and woods. 

On the right of the Ypres-Roulers Road, the British encountered a very 
strong resistance. The ground, more broken than that on the remainder 
of the battle-front, and also intersected with woods, enabled the Germans to 
keep several points d'appui. 

Despite the fiercest fighting, it was impossible to drive them out of part 
of the second position on the right wing. 

Nevertheless, an advance of about a mile in depth was made in this sec- 
- tor, and the village of Hooge and Sanctuary Wood were captured. 

On their extreme right the British had captured Hollebeke Village early 
that morning. 

The next day (August 1), the Germans replied but feebly in the French 
sector, while in the British sector, in spite of the rain, they counter-attacked 
with the greatest fury. 

Near St. Julien the line fell back slightly, but along the rest of the front 
the positions were fully maintained. 

The first phase in the liberation of Ypres was over. 

In forty-eight hours, the offensive, methodically prepared and carried out, 
had attained the objectives, given the Allies more than 6,000 prisoners and 
an immense quantity of stores. 

During the following days, in spite of torrential rain, the Germans 
attempted unsuccessfully to retake the lost ground, some of the attacks 
being particularly fierce. 

In the sector held by the French troops there was little more than a 
heavy bombardment on either side. French raids on fortified farms held by 
the Germans resulted in slight progress being made to the north of Bixs- 
choote and Kortekeer Inn. 

The British, on the other hand, had to face strong counter-attacks. 
On August 1, the Germans succeeded in regaining a footing in their old 
advanced positions along the Ypres-Roulers Road. 

On the 2nd, the British lines between St. Julien and the Ypres-Bruges 
railway were attacked in force. 

The village of St. Julien was lost, but was finally retaken on the 3rd. On 
the 4th, the British line was advanced beyond St. Julien. 



Further north, the British, on August 24 and 25, advanced their lines to 
the north of St. Julian and Langemarck. 

During the following days, persistent rains prevented any further opera- 
tions. 

Infantry actions were now succeeded by continuous bombardments on 
both sides, and by Isolated raids. 
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bock the lost positions. On the evening of Hie 2Gtli, four u Hacks were 
made in the neighbourhood of Toner Hamlet. 

On the 27th they attacked the village of Zoimcbcke, while oil the morn- 
ing of the 3llth three ultaeks were made, without result, on both sides ol 
tlie Y pros-Men ill lload. 

On October 1 the Germans uUackcil three time; on a front of 1,700 yards 
to the south of the Ypres-Menin Road, while the same night two fresh 
assaults gave no appreciable result. 
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Fourth Phase. 

(October 4-8, 1917.) 
The increasing activity of the Germans did not in any way prevent the 
British from preparing a fresh offensive. On the morning of October 4, 
English divisions, supported ijy Welsh, Scottish find Irish battalions, attack- 
ed along a front of ten miles, between Tower Hamlet and the north of 
Langemarck. The Germans, disconcerted and surprised by this unex- 
pected attack — they were themselves preparing to attack with live divi- 
sions — fell back at the 
beginning of the action. 
A rapid advance of 
one-half to nearly two 
miles was made. 

South of the Menin 
Road the objectives 
were attained almost at 
the outset. 

To the north of the 
same road the enemy re- 
sistance was more stub- 
born. Nevertheless, the 
villages of Reutel and 
Polderhoek, together 
with the chateau of that 
name, were captured, 
freeing at the same time 
tlie lop of the crest, 
whose eastern slopes run 
down to the village of 
liacelaere. Further 
north, the Australians 
captured IS'oordhcmhoek 
and Muleniiaivlsthoek, 
reached Broodseinde 
Crest, and thus advan- 
ced beyond the Bace- 
laere-llroodseinde Road. 
On the other side of 
Part of the oroiwd covered by the Offensive, the Ypres-Roulers rail- 
seen from an AEROPLANE. way, the British drew 
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appreciably nearer Passchendaele, captured Uraveiistafel land a cer- 
tain number of fortiliod farms, and approached the wustwii outskirts of 
Pcelcappelle. 

In spite of the violent storm which was Uien raging, all the objective 
wtri! nl.tuined and tlie line of crests conquered. 

Owing to the very large numbers of troops massed on the front at the 
time of the attack, the German losses, which included 4,500 prisoners, were 
particularly heavy. , 



Firth Phase. 

(October 9-12, 1917.) 

To completely clear Yprcs, a few stronjrly fortified villages beyond the 
line of crests captured on October 4 bad still to be taken. These formed 
the objective of the attacks of October 9 and 12. 

On October '■>. in spite, of Hie appalling weather, (lie ItdUsli attacked again 
on a front stretching from St. Janshoek {» mile north of Bixschoolc) to the 
south-east of Broodseinde. 

The French were In 
to the north of Bixsc 
llontbulst Forest. 

Tin.' signal to attack was ijivtsri at a. 30 a.m. Despite the rain, which had 
been foiling incessantly for several days, tin: iiifanliy crossed first the canal 
in flood, then a verilable sea of mud, and captured Miiiiyoliiorc and Veldhoek. 
They advanced rather more than a mile and reached the south-western 
edge of llontbulst forest, after having captured numerous strongly for- 
tilicil farms and blockhouses. 

L or I'oelcappelle to 

On the right, UiC Manchester lieL'imeiil. ami Ihe Lancashire Fusiliers 
advanced from 1,(100 lu 2,000 yards in the direction of I'usschendaele, and 
carried the line beyond the crests occupied on October 4. 

In the centre, many farms, redoubts and blockhouses were captured. 
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More than 2,000 prisoners v 



The next day fresh progress, to a depth of more than a mile, was made on 
both sides of the Ypres-Dlxmude Road, along a front of two and a half 

The villages of Hockske, Aschhoop, Merckem, and Kippe were cap 
tured, and the.weatern edges of Houthulst Forest reached. 

On the 28th, the advance continued on the left, in co-operation with the 
Belgians. The French took the village of Liiyghem, and the Belgian! 
Vyfhuyzen. 

The British, on their part, advanced in the direction ol Pasachendaele, aa 
far aa the southern slopes of the village, capturing a whole series of posi- 
tions east of Poelcappelle. 

On October 30, British and Canadians continued their attacks, and in 
spite of the enemy's desperate resistance, reached the first houses of Pass- 
chendaele. 



French Troops passihq in fhont of the Huins of Ypbes Cloth Hall. 

On the following days they improved their positions. 

The struggle at this juncture was bitter, Hindenburg having shortly 
before issued an order stating : " Passehendaele must be held al all coals, 
and retaken if lost, " 

On the morning of November 6, the British resumed the offensive. The 
Canadians, after bloody engagements to the north and north-west of Pass- 
chendaele, captured the hamlets of Mosselmarkt and Goudberg, and finally 
carried Passe hendaele. 

On the evening of November 6, Ypres was completely cleared, and from 
the top of the Passchendaele Hills the valiant British troops could see, 
stretching away to the horizon, the Plain or Flanders, which had been 
hidden from the Allies since October, 1914. 



The German Offensive of 1918. 

The front was quiet during the winter of 1917-1918, hut 1918 opened 
darkly for the Allies. 

The Treaty of Brest-Litowsk had sealed the defection of Russia, while 
Roumania, reduced to her own resources, was forced to sign the Treaty of 
Bukarest. Lastly, invaded Italy was onl; just, recovering from the disaster 
at Caporetto. Already, in spite of the terms of the Brest-I.itowsk Treaty, 
huge masses of German troops, guns and stores were being despatched lo 
the Western Front. The blow fell on March 21, 1918. 

The objectives, three in number, were the smashing of the British right 
wing at its junction with the French ; the separation of the two Allied army 
groups ; the driving back to the Channel Coast of the two British Armies, 
after they had been surrounded on I. he south. The long -coveted road " Nach 
Paris " would then at last be open. 

But in spite of their colossal efforts the Germans were held. 

By March 31, the German Imperial forces were exhausted, and General 
Foch was able to say : " The wave has spent itself on the beach. " The peril 
seemed to be averted. 

But the respite was only a short one. The German attack before Amiens 
Was scarcely stayed (April G) when the buttle suddenly broke out again. 
From the Anas sector to La Bassee the whole line was ablaze as far as the 
Lys. While, in the first German offensive, the British right hud suffered 
severely, it was against the left wing of the same army that the new blow 
was struck. The new offensive, although quickly prepared, was even 
more violent than the first. 

On April 9, when the attack began, the German battle-front between the 
Lys and La Bassee was held by Iweuly-one divisions in line und six in re- 
serve, under tile command of Von Quast (Yflh Army), 

Of these twenty-seven di\ i^iuas only seven were in line oil March 28. 

Ten divisions were hurriedly brought up from the Belgian front (Gen. 
Von Arnim's Army), which was holding the sector from the Lys to the 
Channel. Five others were despatched from the Artois front, and, lastly, 
five divisions were taken from General LudendorfT's general ri 
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canals. From the outset of the battle the Portuguese were thrown into 
disorder by the extreme violence of the shock. 

The twenty-one German shock divisions attacKed in five columns : to the 
south, the first column in the direction of Givenchy ; the second (General 
Kraevel), in front of Festubert ; the third (Von Bernhardi) marched against 
La Couture and Richebourg-St.-Vaast ; the Garlowitz Corps, forming the 
fourth column, advanced against Estaires in the direction of Laventie ; 
further north, the fifth column attacked in the direction of Fleurbaix, out- 
flanking Bois Grenier and Armentieres on the west. 

Under the pressure of the attack, a depression was formed in the line. 
Fleurbaix, Laventie, Richebourg-St.-Vaast and Neuve-Chapelle were lost, 
and the Germans reached the Lys between Estaires and the St. Maur Ferry. 
To the north of the pocket the Allies resisted successfully at Fleurbaix ; 
to the south, Givenchy, after a desperate struggle, remained in the hands 
of the British. 

On the following day the German troops, continuing the push towards 
the centre, succeeded in crossing the Lys between Estaires and the St. Maur 
Ferry. 

The battle extended northwards and the IVth Army (Von Arnirri) 
attacked between Armentieres and Ploegsteert with the Eberhardt, Mars- 
chall and Sieger Corps. 

The push continued on the 11th, and Armentieres, outflanked on the 
north and south, smashed by the shells and drenched with gas, had to be 
evacuated. 

On their left, the Germans, after crossing the Lawe, north of Locon, two 
miles from Bethune, captured Neuf-Berquin and Merville. 

Givenchy, held by the British 55th Division, resisted all attacks and 
remained- in their hands. 

On the right, Nieppe and Steenwerck had to be evacuated. The German 
advance to the south of Armentieres becoming more pronounced, the British 
straightened their front, to avoid too sharp a salient, and fell back to the 
Messines-Wytschaete Crest. 

On the 12th the fighting continued furiously. Advancing along the 
Lille-Hazebrouck railway, the Germans reached the outskirts of Nieppe 
Forest. South-west of Merville they captured Calonne, and, further north, 
approached Bailleul. 

North of the Lys, under pressure of Von Arnim's army, the Messines- 
Vyytschaete Crest, with the wood and village of Ploegsteert, had to be aban- 
doned. 

The British line was withdrawn to Neuve-Eglise and Wulverghem. 
In these few days the gains of the Allied offensive of the last five months of 
1917 were lost. 

The 13th marked the culminating point of the battle in the central 
sector. Foch made his dispositions promptly, and French reinforcements 
were despatched to the critical points. 

Von Bernhardi crossed the Clarence at Robecq on the 13th. On the 
same day Von Gallwitz made a strong push northwards between Hazebrouck 
and Bailleul, with the object of outflanking the line of the Flanders Hills, 
already attacked on the east and north-east by Gen. von Arnim. 

Battles were fought south of Meteren, at Merris, Vieux-Berquin and on 
the eastern outskirts of Nieppe Forest. To the east of Bailleul, Neuve- 
Eglise (an important cross-roads) was fiercely disputed. After changing 
hands many times on the 14th, it was finally abandoned the same night. 



The Capture of Hcraratl Hill. 
(April 22-28, 1918.) 

A period of comparative calm followed, during which the Germans 
prepared a fresh mass attack, in view of the capture of the Hills. 

For this new offensive five fresh divisions from Alsace-Lorraine were 
brought up, of which two — the 4lh Bavarian Div. and the Alpine Corps — 
were picked troops. 

These troops joined the four divisions already in the sector. The artil- 
lery was also considerably reinforced. 

During this concentration small local atlacks occurred on both sides. 

On April 22 and 23 the (Jerrrmus ciidcuvoumi! !.o improve their positions 
north of Bailleul, but wilhotil appreciable result. 

The French, on their part, sought by attacks and raids to impede the 
preparations for the coming assault. 

At that time the llring line, from west to cast, ran as follows : from 
Meteren (held by the Germans) it passed north of Bailleul, then crossed the 
crest of LIndenhoek at Dranoutre, east of Kemmel, and skirted Groote 
Vierstraat and St. Eloi on the east. 
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THE LAST GERMAN ATTACK. 

(April 29, 1918.). 
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On April 29, the Germans launched a last furious attack against the 
hills, and failed. exhausted, they then abandoned their plans for 

taking ypres. 



After an artillery preparation lasting all night, the attack began at 
7 a.m. on April 29, along a front about eight and a half miles in length, 
extending from the Chateau and Park of Locre to Dickebusch Pond. This 
attack, by no less than 120,000 enemy troops, resulted in a crushing defeat 
for the Germans. 

Both ends of the front stood firm : the British on the left, between La 
Clytte and Zillebeke, and the French on the right, in the Chateau and Park 
of Locre. All attacks were vigorously repulsed, and the Germans did not 
even reach the Allied lines. 

More fortunate in the centre, they succeeded in taking the village of 
Locre, and advanced beyond it as far as the cross-ways on the Westoutre 
Road, half-a-mile north of Locre. Their success was but short-lived, how- 
ever, as a vigorous counter-attack by French Dragoons drove them back, and 
at the end of the day all that remained of their gains was a slight salient 
near Brulooze Inn. Exhausted, they did not renew their attack. 

The Hill offensive was over. The Germans had destroyed Ypres, but 
could not enter the ruined city. 



to consolidate their positions. An attack by the British, on July 19, to the 
north ot the Lys, advanced their lines two and a half miles, and gave them 
the village of Me teren. Then followed a hill, which lasted until the speeding- 
up of Foch's offensive rendered the German positions untenable and forced 
the conquered enemy back towards the Rhine. 

After the Allies' victorious counter-thrust had flattened out the " pocket " 
made by the German Spring Offensive near Amiens, the battle quickly spread 
over the whole front, including Flanders. 

East of Nieppe Forest and Hazebrouck, the British, pressing forward 
towards ArinentinYs, iidvnnced ]n;yo!iil Yic-.ix-Herquin in the direction of 
Merville. On August 18, they joined battle between Vieux-Berquin and 
Bailleul, on a front of four mites, and captured the village of Outtersteene. 
The next day they entered Merville. 



German Positio 



On September 1, the British had reached the line : La Bassce, La ven tie, 
Steenwerkc, Neuve-Eglise and Wulvergheni, on both sides of the Lys. On 
the following day, Estaircs whs outflanked south of Lens, and the famous 
Hindenburg Line passed. Noreuil, Vitlers-au-1'los {soutli of Qutfant), Le 
Transloy, Sailly-Saillistd and Allaincs (south of l.he Bapanrne-Cambrai Road] 
were next captured, further south the storming of Quran t by the Cana- 
dians, who thnn ndv .Til beyond, and iipin'ouclnjil .Miu-quion, opened the 

road to Gambrai. 

On September 4, the British reached Hie Canal du Nord, and crossed 
it at several points. On tin: following: da v. they [ , L'L r iiiin' , il [M session ot I. heir 
old lines on both sides of the Lys, from Ncnvc-Cliapclle to Givenchy, and 
captured Ploegstecrt Village. 

On September 10, south-west of Cambrai, Gouzeaucourt Wood and 
the old line of trenches dominating Gouzeaucourt Village, as we 11 as the 
outskirts of Havrincourt Wood, were occupied. 



The general offensive was to be launched a few days later, in co-operation 
with the Belgian Army and some French units. 

On September 28, the Belgian Army and the British Second Army 
(General Plumer), commanded by King Albert, marched against the army of 
Von Arnim. The British, covered on the north by the Belgians, began a 
turning movement in Ihe region of Lille, Roubaix and Tourcoing. Houthulst 
Forest, the crests of Passcliendaelt and Gheluvelt, ami Dixmude were carried 
with fine dash. Crossing the Lys on the following ctiuys between Wervicq 
and Comines, the British now drew near to Menin. On October I, the Ger- 
mans were in full retreat on a wide front north and south of the Bass£e 
Canal, all tlicir pofilion* between Armenlieres nnO the south of I. ens being 
now abandoned. 



On October 9, the Canadians of the First Army occupied Cambral. On 
the 13th, the British reached the gates of Douai and occupied the banks of 
the Hante-Deule Canal from Douai to Vendin-le-Vieil. 

Elsewhere, tin; British Second Army, after capturing Menin and Wervicq, 
obtained a footing on the right bank of the Lys, then crossed the river 
between Menin and Armenliercs, thus forcing the Germans to abandon 
the line of the llautc-Dcule, and taking Lille-Tonrcoing in the rear. 

The British Army and some French units occupied Lille — capital of the 
North — on October 17, and the same day the Germans evacuated Douai. 
Boubaix and Tourcoing were liberated the next day ; Denain and Mar- 
chiennes on the 21st and 22nd. The western suburbs of Valenciennes 
were fiercely disputed, being finally retaken on November 2 by the 
Canadian troops under General Currie. 

A few days later the Armistice was signed, and the final Victory or the 
Allied Armies an accomplished tact. 



VISIT TO THE BATTLE1TELD 

A visit to Ypres Town and Salient requires two days, and may be made 
most conveniently by taking Lille as the star ling- point. 

First Day : Visit Messincs, Wytschaefe, Houthem, Zondvoorde, Ghelu- 
vclt, Bccelacre. Zonnebeke, Passchendaele, Langemarck, Ypres, Zollebeke 
ami Hooge, spending the night at Poperinghe. 

Second Day : Visit I lie Hills : Sdicn'.'iilicrrt. VUlnignc, Rouge and Kem- 
mcl ; then. ailer re-crossing the French fronlier, those of Cats and Nolr, 
returning to Lille for the night, via Armenliercs, Kstaires, HiHhune and La 
Bassco. 

FIRST DAY t LILLE — YPRES — POPERINGHE. 

(Sen route-map, p. 47.) 

Slorllng-point : The Grande Place, Lille. 

Take Rue Xatianalc to the end. cross Pluee dp Tourcnino. s'anling In the, 
right ; take Hue tie La Bassir. then the first turning r,n the right 'line ite Ta- 
mine). Ctmteteu Gale, and Due Lequeux. Cross the bridge, aver Haiite-ltente 
Canal', and turn to the te/t into V. 42. 

.-II Canteten lotion- the tram-lines trailing to Lomme. M the end ••/ tht 
village, mm the railway [I. e.\. Go through Lomme by Hue Thiers, leaving 
the church on Hie right (Iransi'pl. grcsilly damaged). 

On the left are the burnt ruins of a large spinning mill. In the fields : 
numerous small forts of reinforced concrete, which commanded all the roads 
into Lille. The road passes through a small wood. In the right-hand part of 



which are the ruins of Premesques Chateau, of which only the facade remains. 
Further on,to the left, Is Wbz Macquaut, whose church 'was badly damaged. 
Trenches lead to the road, while in the fields, traces of the violent shelling 
are still visible. 

Pass through chapblle d'armentieres {completely destroyed). After 
crossing the railway {I.e.), a British cemetery is seen on the right. Armen- 
t!er>M lies an the other side of the next level crossing. 

. After entering Armentldres, and immediately beyond the railway, lake 
Rue du Faubourg dt Lille, leaving the Church of Si. Roch on the right. After 
passing a public washing place, turn to the right into Rue de Lille, then cross 
the Grande Place. Here will tie seen the HAtel de Ville, completely . 
ruined. 



Armentieres suffered in many wars, being taken by the English in 1339, 
by the French in 1382, by the Calvinists in 1566, by Marshals de Gassion * 
and De,Rantiau in 1645, and by the Archduke Leopold in 1647. 



Ahmenti£re3 {ancient engraving). 

• Occupied by the Germans in August, 1914, it was retaken in September. 
Nearly four years later (April, 1918) it again fell into the hands of the 
enemy. 

On October 2, it was finally liberated by General Plumer's Army. 

Until the late war, Armentieres had preserved its 17th century Ix'lfry 
and chimes, its church of Notre-Dame, and another church dedicated to 
St. Vaast— patron saint of the town. 

This personage, to whom many of the churches in this district hove been 
dedicated, was Bishop of Arras in the 6th century. 

While still a priest, he is said to have cured a blind beggar in the pre- 
sence of Clovis. 

This miracle was one of the causes which led to the conversion of the 
king, to whom St. Vaast acted as instructor in the Faith. 

The town also possessed a national technical school, dating from the 
19th century. 



Iii everything connected ivitli tin; spinnini; ami weaving of linen Armcn- 
lii'res like Lille, lionhaiv., Tourcuinsr. ami l.ln' whole <>t Northern h'rance in 
■jcncriil, was considerably in advance of Germany. 

Consequently, tlie Germans destroyed all Lhe mills, factories and metal 
lnrgical works, and what machinery could not be taken to pieces and sent to 
Germany they ruthlessly smashed. 



T BOUBARDUEKT. 



Before retreating, i 



Villi the ruins of St. Vasst Church, then return to Hue de Dunkerque, 
There take the first street on the right and cross the La$. From the Bridge 
there is a general view of the church. 



Cross the Cloth Market, then follow the Iram-lines along flue de Flandn 
and Bue Biiel. Follow Ihc Lgs Canal, then cross the new bridge. Go through 
Bizet Village {badly damaged houses). Leaving the ruins of Ihe church 
on the right, tarn first to the right, thtn to the left (the photograph shows an 
army hut on the left, now temporarily used as the office of the Receiver 
of French Customs]. Cross the frontier a few yards further on, then at lhe 
fork just outside Ihe village, take the road on the right opposite the Villa des 
Roses (photo below). 

Leaving on the right the road to the gasworks (of which nothing is left 
but a wrecked gasometer} the first houses of Ploegsteert are reached. 

This village lay west of the first lines in May, 1918, and was cap- 
tured by the Germans on April 12 (see p. 39). 



Take the right-hand r. 



British cemetery No. 53 {pholo, p. 56) lies alike entrance lo the village. 
Go straight through the village (in ruins). On leaving it, Cemetery No. 54 
it seen on the right, then beyond a large conerete shelter, Cemetery No. 55. 
Cemetery No. 56 is on Ihe left, beyond the level-crossing. 

Cross Ploe.gsleerl Wood, leacing the road lo Petit-Ponl Farm on Ihe left. 
Here the road rises. To the left, on Ihe slopes of Elevation 63, are seen the 



CltO'S-RcMDS AT NoTRE-DAMF-nE-nilACr. 

The Messines liaad (bordered otilh Iree slumps) was 
for motors in June, 1910. Take the Neave-Eolin 
on the left (lee route-map, p. 47). 
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ruins ot La Hutte Chateau. On the crest opposite stand the ruins of Messlnea 
{photo above). In June, 1919, if was not possible lo go direcl to Messines, 
Ihe rood being cut by the Petite Douve stream. 

Follow the road as far as the fork lo the place called Notre-Dame-de- 
Grace (the ruins of the chapel are barely distinguishable), then take the 
Xenur.-Eijlise. road on the left. Slop Ihe car al Rossignol terre-plein and 
walk a few yards into the lillte wood on the right : numerous concrete shelters, 
from the top of which there is a very fine view over the Hills Kemmel, 
Rouge, Nom and Cats. The last-named can be recognised by Its abbey, 
which stands out against the sky. 

Return lo Ihe car. The mad now descends. Passing by a few ruined 
houses — all that remains of the hamlet of Haurourdin — <i fork is reached, 
where take Ihe .\eiive-Eglisc-Mcssiacs road on Ihe right. British cemetery 
on Ihe right. Cross the Douve river, then Ihe railway (/. c). Turn lo Ihe 
right at the first ruins n/ Wur.vmifiiiKM, then go through Ihe village, passing 
in front of the cemetery. Next crass the Stceubeck. by Ihe SI. Quenlin Bridge. 
The road now risi-s sharply to Ihe crest em which Missives used lo stand. 
Numerous small forts arc seen to the risrlil ami loft. These former machine- 
gun nests are nil tliat now mark tlic site of the village, 

Al Ihe entrance In Ihe rilla.ge leare Ihe cae at Ihe junction of the Ypres- 
Armenlieres and Neuvc-i'-t/tise-Warneton roads, and visit these pathetic 

Messines may be regarded as one of the hinges of the " Ypres Salient. " 

An important strategic point, it was hotly disputed throughout the war. 

On November 3, 1914, during the First Battle of Ypres, K fell into the 

hands of the enemy. At four o'clock on the following day, the ground 
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between this village and Hollebeke [some four miles to the north) was Hie 
scene of several furious attacks fsec p. 8). 

Messines was destroyed by the liriUsli boiiibiiriliiicnl during the offensive 
of June, 1917. The New Zealanders captured it on June 7, in spile of a 
stubborn defence. They also took the neighbouring village of Wytsclioele 
[see p. 20). Messines again fell into German hands in April, 1918 (see p. 39), 
and was finally retaken on September 30 during the last battle (sec p. 46). 
Return to the car and take the Ypres road on the left (photo, p. 58). Along 
this road are numerous little bridges across the shell-holes. 

WYtschaete. which is soon reached, was captured, like Messines, in the 
first battle of 1914, and retaken on June 7,1917, after very hard fighting, 
by the 36th Division (Ulster). After being entirely destroyed by bombard- 
ment (see p. 20), it was lost again on April 15, 1918, then retaken on Sep- 
tember 30, 1918. 

At the fork, just before entering the village — protected by a series of 
powerful blockhouses— take the road on the right leading to Oosttavehne 
(now totally destroyed). Follow the main road (Ypres-Warneton) on the 
right as far as the place called Gapaaud (photo below), then turn to the left 
along the road to Houthem. A series of little bridges over shell-craters full 
of water — once the River Wanbecke— are crossed. 



mtfh Hoi;tiii;m, which was riizM to Lhc ground. Bcvond an 
rlieltcr built ngninsl the brick wall of n house, (fie road turns lo 

the left. Cross Ihr anuil btj Ihe temporary bridge. 

The old bed of the canal is marked by sonic crumbling blocks of concrete. 
/I /eiu yarr/s further on, lake, the /••ifrl-cr'^.-.iiifi aver Ihe I'pres-Lille Railway. 
II was on this line thai on October 2'i and 23, 1914, the Germans brought 
Up an armoured train which bombarded Ypres with incendiary shells, cau- 
sing the first serious damage to the town, 

A few hundred yards beyond Ihe railway turn In Ihe right at the village 
of Kohtewii.de, where a few wooden houses are being erected among the 
ruins. After crossing a number of Utile bridges over the Caverbeck Canal, the 
road, rising slightly, turns to Ihe right. Al this turning the Chateau [photo 
above) and village of Hollebeke ought to be visible on the left, but this 
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part of the battlefield is in so chaotic a condition that neither road, canal, 
□or village can be distinguished. 

During the first battle (November, 1914) the Germans launched attacks 
in great force between llollebeke and Messines, and captured both these 
places. llollebeke was retaken on July 13, 1917, during the first phase ot 
tlie great British offensive for Die clearing of the town. After being lost 
again in April, 1918, llollebeke was finally recaptured by the Allies in 
October. 

The road first ri.vf.s-, then descends. On the hillside arc the ruins of Zand- 
voObde. At the entrance la the village hike tin: Zillebeke-Wcrvieq road on 
the left, afterwards tuniimj first lit tin: rigid., then In Hie l< ft, between two vjaliden 
houses. The rand descends, then, undulating slightly, joins the main road 
from Ypres to Menin, apposite GirrjLUV ki.t, I lie -ite of which \i marked by a ■ 

This was one of the iiii|)(irt:)iit sl.ral.e'i"' points in I In: lir.si. German Offen- 
sive Of 1914 (see p. 7), when Die village was captured by the enemy. During 
the battle for the dewing of Ypre-, tierce fighting took place to the west of 
Gheluvelt, especially at Tower Hamlet. 

From November, 1917, to April, 1918, the liring line ran through the 
village. Gheluvelt was retaken by the British in October, 1918. 

Take the main mad from Ypres lu Menin, an the right. Only at Gheluvelt 
wilt a passable road la Bkcki.akhb be found. 

In Gheluvelt, where there are still a few broken walls standing, turn to 
the le/t al the fork in the road, leaning the ruined church on the right. Al 
the next fork take the right-hand road to the ruined hamlet of Tekhand. 

Fifty yards before the crossing with the Dadizctie Rood, there is a German 
cemetery on the right, eontairxiny a remarkable concrete monument, thirty feet 
in height, which dominates ttie whole plain. This monument (photo, p. 62) 



was in reality a German observation-post. Inside there were two floors. 
An outside staircase led to a platform. Traces of the balustrade are visible 
In the photo. 

Leave the iJadizeile road on the right. The road hereabouts is camou- 
flaged. Numerous small forts may be seen on both sides of the plateau, 
especially on the right. The largest of them was used as a telephone ex- 
change. After passing the place called MoiEKHOBK the lourial comes to the 
Passchendade-Wervicq road, now impassable- 
Leave Ihe car at the fork, and go on foot through the ruins of Becelaere, 
as I or as the church on the right. 



flU [NED VlLLAOE OF BECELAERE. 



Return to the fork and take the right-hand uphill road. On the plateau 
there are many shelters. 

To the west of the road from Becetaere to Zonnebeke lay Polyoone Wood, 
which was entirely destroyed. 

TheBritish made two unsuccessful attempts (July 31 and August 16, 1917) 
to take this strongly lortificd wood, succeeding eventually in September 20 
(see p. 28). 

Evacuated by tlie British in April, 1918, the wood was finally recap- 
tured by the Allies in October, 1918. 

Beyond the place called NooFir>ENUOr;K there is a bend in the road. On 
the left, Zo^neueki; Pond, the ruined chateau, and the remains of a gaso- 
meter come into sight (photo below). 

At the place called limjunsiiiNni: Itiki: the )' pres-Rnulers mad on the left, 
to visit the ruins of Zonnedeke. 

Zonnebeke was taken in 1914 by the Germans, who made an outpost 
ol it in front of their line*. The village wns reciipUnvil on September 26,1917, 
then lost in April, 1918, and I'mally retaken in the following October. 

Return to I lie fork (which was commanded by numerous small forts). 
anil turn to the left : military cemetery at the side of the road. In the fields 
on the right, 200 yards beyond the leuel-crossina. there is a monument to the 
memory of 1 IS oil leers and men of the Canadian 85111 Battalion (photo, 
p. 0-1]. 

Passiny through shell-torn country, Passchendaele — now razed to the 
ground — is reached. 

All that remains or the church is the mound seen" in the background 
of the photograph (p. 64). 

Passchendaele was captured by the Germans in Novemher, 1914, and 
later by the British (October 26, 1917). The village had already been wiped 



Ruins of Zonnebeke V ill ah p. 



out by ttie bombardment, but the position, which dominated Ypres and 
Koulers, was an important one. The fighting there was of the tlercest, 
Hindenbnrg having ordered it to be held at all costs. However, the British 
broke down the enemy's stubborn- resistance. 



From Passchen dnele to Ypres. 

Beyond the church turn lo the left. The undulating road goes straight 
to Westroosebeke. 

Westroosebeke was tnken at the same time as Passchendaele, during the 
British offensive of October 29, 1917. These two positions, lost in April, 
1918, were retaken on September 30 by the Belgian army under King Alhert. 

The village was completely destroyed. On entering, turn lo the right and 
pass Ihe church. A few broken tombstones mark the site of the churchyard. 



POELCAPFELLE. TilR II 



Retracing his steps, the tourist turns to the right inlo the Ypres-Roulers 
Road, which describes a bend to reach Poelcappelle. This village was the 
scene of fierce fighting in December 1914, and May, 1915, and is now in 
ruins. There are numerous redoubts to right and left. Just beyond the 
oittage, leave the Dixmude Road on the right, and take the one leading lo Lan- 
gemarck. Beyond the cross-roads there is a confused heap of rails and broken 
trucks in the middle of a piece of shell-torn ground. At the fork, take the 
road to the right and enter Ike mined village of Langemarck. 

The photograph below shows r in the background, a mound formed by 
the ruins ot the church ; in the foreground, a tank. 

Langemarck, defended by the French in 1914, was evacuated on Decem- 
ber 17 of that year. Pecaptured, the town was lost again on April 21, 1915, 
during the German gas attack. 

Keep along the road, leaving on the left the ruins of the church, and a little 
further on the remains of Die chdtcau {photo, p. 67). 

Cross the railway (I. c.) and then go on lo Houthulst Forest, captured 
by the Germans in 1914, and retaken in L918 (see p. 46). In June, 1919, the 
roads through the forest were impracticable for motor-cars. 

Return lo Ihe fork al the entrance to Langemarck, turn lo the right, and 
lake Ihe road lo Boeslnghe, crossing the Hanebeek. The road follows the 
Ypres-Thourout railway, on both sides of which ai 
Cross the ruins of Pilkem, 300 yards beyond which <".■ 
cemetery. 

At the next fork in the road turn to the right and cross the railway {I. c). 
On the left is another cemetery. Turn again lo Ihe left. Notice tn passing 
a third cemetery, then a few yards further on the ruins of a mill. Cross the 
canal at the Pont de Boesinghe. 

On reaching the crossing of Ihe main road from Dixmude to Ypres, turn 
lo the right. On" the loft, the remains ot Boesinghe Chateau stand In the 
middle of a"park, the trees of which are cut lo pieces. 



Langemarck, w 



Follow the road running along the canal. The latter, owing to the uphea- 
val of the ground by shell-fire, is often lost to view. 1,500 yards from 
Boesinghe, the site of Hot Sas village, where the lock used to stand, may still 
be located. 

The lighting was very severe there, especially in 1914. 



Boesinghe. Ruined Chateau aud devastatep p 



(Comport with uieur 6eIoiu, token before the War.) 

Return to Boesinghe. leave the road jusl taken on the left, and cross the 
railway (I. c). 

Tin: road runs alongside the Yperlee river and canal for some distance. 
Numerous traces of footbridges are to be seen over both river and canal, 
the course of whicli c;in no longer be distinguished with certainty. 

The road nexl lurns sharply lo the left, crosses the Lgs-Yperlte Canal, 
then passes the dock of the Yser- Ypres Canal (photo above), and enters Ypres 
by the. Dixmude Gale. 



e War. {Photo Antony, Ypres.) 



VPRES 

Few names awaked more memories lhan that of Ypres — a city of ir 
parable splendour in the Middle-Ages, and of which nothing now rei 
but a heap of ruins. Of the last precious traces of its ancient prosperity, 
the rich and splendid buildings which idled the mind with wonder — the 
immense Clolh Hall, the beautiful cathedral, the churches, the sumptuous 
mansions, the sculptured houses — the German guns have spared nothing. 
History furnishes few examples of such grandeur followed by destruction so 
swift and so complete. Ypres is now but a memory. 



Chief Historical Events. 

The Town of Ypres (Latin Ypra, Flemish leperen) grew up in the 
lOlh century around a forti lied castle-, rebuilt about 9jB by Baudoin, Count of 
Flanders. This castle had been in existence since the 8th century, but only 
the ruins had survived the Norman invasions. 

'Die town, favourably situated in the centre of the maritime plain with 
its rich grassy meadows intersected by canals, prospered exceedingly. 
A numerous population sprang up oT merchants and artisans, whose chief 
sources of wealth were the manufacture and sale of cloth. 

As early as the 12Lli, hut especially in the Ittth and Mill centuries, Ypres, 
thanks to important privileges grunted by the Counts of Flanders, became 
£i considerable town, ami |ioSH.^ssed -I.OIKI looms. 

Flanders, the meeting-point of the three great European states — Britain, 
France and Germany — was then the industrial centre pur excellence of the 
west and the rendezvous of all the merchants of the old world. This explains 
the splendour of the towns of Flanders in the Middle-Ages, not only Ypres, 
but Bruges, Ghent, etc. 



This prosperity was often a temptation to the Kings of France, who led 
many an expedition into Flanders. Ypres was taken by Louis VI, in 1 128, 
by Philippe-Auguste in 1213, by Philippe-Ie-Bcl in 12§7, but the town was 
little damaged by these wars. 

It suffered more in the 14th century. Riots, and the siege and destruc- 
tion of the town by the people of Ghent in 1383, caused many of the weavers 
to emigrate, and left as its only industry the manufacture of Valenciennes 

At that time the Counts of Flanders were French princes. 

Robert de Betliune was succeeded in 1322 by the Count of Nevers, whose 



family reigue.1 until 1331. This dynasty ended with Louis-le-Male, and Phi- 
lippe-lc-Hardi, Duke of Burgundy, became Count of Flanders. 

Under llic rule of these Dukes, who were fairly wise and moderate 
statesmen— Flanders being a source of considerable revenue, and the 
Flemish people quick to revolt against any violation ot their privileges — 
Vpres prospered greatly. 

In MSI Rauile-s pn^rnl under the rule of Austria (Marie, heiress of 
Burgundy, had married the Archduke Maximilian), then in 1558 under that 
of Spain. 

In 1559 it replaced Therouanne as the centre of the diocese. 

At that time It had tost much of its splendour. Towards the end ot the 



15th century it was depopulated by a dreadful pestilence, and about tbe 
middle of the following century, a second outbreak completed the ruin of 
tbe town. It was Just beginning to recover when It was captured by the . 
Gucux and the troops of the Due d'Albe and Alexandre Farn&se, who' 
massacred most of the in habitants. 

In the 17th century Ypres was taken by the French on tour occasions — 
1648, 1649, 1658 and 1678 — Anally reverting to Prance under the Treaty 
of Nimigue at about the latter date. 

Vauban fortified it. Retaken by the Imperial Troops in 1715, Ypres 
was restored to France in 1792, and under the Empire became the capital 
of the DSpartement of Lys. 



The treaties of 1815 gave it back to the Netherlands, and since 1830 it 
has formed part of the Kingdom of Belgium. 

In 1914 the population numbered 18,000. Its principal industries were 
the manufacture of woollen goods, printed cottons, linens, ribbons, and 
Valenciennes lace. Its tanneries and dye works were also of considerable 
importance. 

it was a clean, well-built town, watered by the river Yperlee. 

The many arms of the latter ran through the streets of the town, ena- 
bling the boats loaded with merchandise to come right up to the ware- 
houses. 

These waterways are now covered in. Formerly there was a path on 
each side of them, which explains the exceptional width of tbe streets and 
squares of Ypres. 



A Visit to the Ruins 

The tourist enters Ypres bg Hie Dixmude Gate. 

At No. 54 Rue ile DiMiiutlc is I lie fii(;;njc of the M.'iison Hiebuygk, on the 
right. Built in 1544, tliis house wns one; of the most remarkable in Ypres. 
Immediately below the gable were two c:irveil ninhillions representing the 
sim ami the moon. The great pointed areh which framed the gable windows 
gave exceptional "race In the I'iii'imJi.' [pholos, p. 73). 

At No. 06 of the same street, on the left, the 18th century facade shown 
in the photographs (p. 74), was still standing in July, 1919. It was deco- 
rated with statues of Ihe Virgin Mary and St. Francois, under fluted niches 
with carved borders. 



St. Francois School, after the German bombardments. 



i of lt (see above). 



s Cathedral. 



THE CLOTH HALL AND THE NIEUWERK 



The Clotli Hall, containing extensive warehouses, in which the sale of 
cloth was carried on, was built in the 13th and 14th centuries. It consisted 
of a series of buildings grouped around a rectangular court. The Hall 
proper was distinguished from a building called the Nieuwerk, added in the 
17th century. The southern building of the hall bad a magnificent fajade, 
flanked on the east by the gable of the Nieuwerk and surmounted by a 
large belfry in the centre. Bold turrets stood at both ends ot this tagade. 
Bather spare in ornament, the long succession of glazed and blind windows 
constituted the grandeur of the fagade. On the ground-floor, which was 
lighted by a row ot qnatrefoil windows in pointed arches, there were forty- 
eight rectangular doors. 

Above these doors were the high windows of the upper storey, the Hall 
having two floors. These windows were alternately glazed and blind — a 
method frequently adopted in the Middle- Ages, to avoid weakness in the 
walls, without ilrtriirling from the symmetry of the exterior. This storey 
was reached by staircases, access to which was gained through doors ol 
each end of the farado. 

The glu'/ed window? wore decorated with there trefoils supported on two 
arches. The Mind window s were sir nil;, r to the v. indo^s of the ground -floor. 
except 111 at I he hitler- were less lofty. The two n rein's funned niches, each of 
which contained a statue : that of a Count of Flanders (the Counts and 
Countesses from Baudoin riras-de-1'cr lo Charles Quint were represented] or 
of a notable citizen of Ypres, such as Melehior Broederlam, the painter. 
These stol.ues, some of which were restored in the 19th century, rested on a 
corbel apparently supported by a small figure bearing the coat-of-arms of 
trie sovereign represented. 



Ypres. The Cloth Hall, Nceuwehk and Cathedral [in the background) 

The 13(ft-14l/i centum Hall had a magnificent facade, turmonted by a high bill-tower 

{photo Antony, Yprcs). 

The upper portion of the walls was decorated with :in ornamental frieze 
and a battlement bordered with line moulding. The frieze was composed ol 
a tricuspcd arcade with small columns carried on corbels with carved heads. 

Behind the battlements ran a sentry-way, while at the ends of the facade, 
turrets decorated with arcades and surmounted by oelagonal spires, served 
as watch-towers 

The Belfry rose from the centre of the buildings, of which it was the 
oldest part, the foundation-stone having been laid by Raudoin IX., Count 



of Flanders or other 



s blind, and was ornamented with statues of the 
•nolabte persons at the city (photo Antony, Yprei). 
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of Flanders, In 1201. Square in plan, it consisted of three stories. Its 
exterior, like that of the facade, was decorated with arches, and was lighted 
with windows ornamented with trefoils. It had two rows of battlements, 
Tour comer- turrets, and a timber-work roof surmountsd by a campanile, 
above which rose a small spire. At the base of this campanile there were 
four copper eagles, dating from 1330. At the foot of the belfry a door, 
flanked by two pilasters, led to the inner court of the Hall. Over this door 
was a modern statue of Notrc-Dame-de-Tuine, with the Lion of Flanders 
above. 

The belfry served all the purposes of a II6tel-de-Vi)le (previous to the 
14th century there were no Hatch dc Ville proprely so-called). It was there 



Ypbes. All that bemains of the Facade of the Cloth Hall. 

thai Hie representatives of the guilds held their meetings, and that the 
charter? of the <ru ilils were krsjit in prisnt. coffers willi in;iriifoli.l locks. There, 
also, the archives of the town were stored. The bottom storey was used as 
a prison. From the summit, unceasing watch was kept, to warn the citi- 
zen.; of dancer, especially tlml of fire. 

The roof of the Hall was pitched very high, in order the more easily to 
get rid of snow and rain water. It was gilded and emblazoned with the 
arms of the city and those of Ihc County of Flanders, Tins roof, with its 
dormer windows, did not cover a stone vaulting, but a panelled ceiling. 
Inside the upper storey were large wainscotted galleries, which, in the 
19th century, were divided by partitions and adorned with mural decora- 



construction [photo Antony, Yprv.x). 



The Pauwels Room. 

During the last century, the"HaH _ was frequently restored and embel- 
lished. In 187(5 (tie wnlls of the eastern half of the southern building were 
decorated with twelve mural paintings by Ferdinand Pauwels, representing 
the principal events in the historv of Ypres, in the days of its prosperity 
(1187 to the siege by the people of Ghent In 1383). The artist displayed 
exquisite laste, especially in the fresco depicting the " Wedding of Mahaul 
de Bethane with liftilhittx de t.orraine. " The western half of the gallery was 
decorated hy the artist Delhccke, with paintings depicting the life of a cloth 
merchant. Owing to the death of the artist, the last picture was never 
finished. Tliiseailcry was used as a banqueting hall. A number of statues 
by Puyenbroeck ol 
Brussels, along the 
southern facade, 
had replaced the 
originals, badly da- 
maged during the 
Revolution (1793), 
The River Yper- 
16b formerly flowed 
past Ihewestemfa- 
eade and, until 
1848, there was a 
flight of steps with 
n double balustrade 
[17th century) to 
Mr.ilitate the trans- 
fer of merchandise 
from the boats to 
the warehouses. 
The Pauwels Boom in dec, 1914 (pftoto Antony,' ' ypres). 



The Nieuwerk. 

The Nieuwerk did not detract from the impo-iny !i]ipe;irance of the 
soutliern facade, of which it formed the contini.iiil.iun. Renaissance in 
style, the plans ore said to have been the work of J, Sporemun (about 
[575). Building was be^'un early in the 1711) cenlury anil Ihiished in {624. 

The ground-floor formed an open hall, 2') feel in width, the v;iullin<; 
of which was carried on slender cylindrical columns, joined by irregular 
ariades. The building comprises two stories, the lirst of which communi- 
cated With that Of the Cloth Hall. The lar<;e lii-jh windows of the facades 
were very close together. The roof was pierced with high and very orna- 
mental dormer-windows. 

The Nieuwerk was restored iit.oul 1 80*2.' In Hie Chnpellr Kcheviaale, 
frescoes by (lultens and .1, Swerls. and stain.-d-L'la" » ere ren.ua led. mid ul 
the same time a line fireplace was built by Malfail of Urn— el-. Old mural 
paintings, rcpn.'-enliiii.' SI. Mark and SI. John, and a frie/e. depicting Hie 
Counts of l-'landers from Vi'i'l to I47U, were discovered stud restored. In 
the middle of the hall Stood a smalt equestrian -latin of Jui.n of lirabaul 
(1252-1204) by A. Tiers. 

This slightly-built .Nieuwerk could nol long withstand the bombardment . 
The south gable, struck on November 21, 1914, collapsed, while on the 
following day the Cloth Hall burst into flames. A few weeks' later the 
Nieuwerk was completely destroyed. 



[pholo Anion, 
Ypres). 



e WaB {pholo Anlona, Ypres). 



e [photo Antony, Yprn 



Turn to the right in the Place Vandenper.rr.buftm, formerly an ornamental 
pond, now filled in. 

Here used to Bland a row ut old houses with double facade, now complet- 
ely destroyed. Here also, lo the north of the Clolh Hall, stood the Cathedral 
of St. Martin. 



dually great width. The c 



The Cathedral of 
St. Martin 

The Church or St. Martin 
(which became a cathedral 
in 1559) replaced an older 
church of the 11th century. 
Built in the 13th century, 
its choir dated from 1221, 
and its nave from the se- 
cond haif of that century. 
The foundation-stone was 
laid by Marguerite of Cons- 
tantinople. The western 
tower dated only from the 
15th century, and replaced 
a lower which had colla- 
psed in 1433. The new 
tower was 1 75 feet in 
height, and was to have 
been twice as high. Built 
from the plans of Martin 
Unlenhove of Malines, it 
was severe in style. 

The plan of the Cathedral 
was a Latin cross, and 
terminated in a semicircular 
choir. It underwent im- 
portant restorations during 
the last century. 

The facade of the south 

arm of the transept was 

1 was surrounded by a polygo- 



Sooth Thansept of the Cathedral, before the War {photo Antony, Ypres). 

nal ro se- window and crowned with a high gable flanked by turrets. Above 
the side portals, the surface of which was decorated with arcading, were 
gables lighted by rose-windows. 
This part of the building was 
probably not earlier than the 
14th century. 

There were no radial chapels 
in this great church. A circulat- 
ing gallery running through the 
huttresses formed an uninterrup- 
ted passage round the building. 

At the base ot the root ran 
an open balustrade, broken at 
intervals by the pinnacles which 
crowned the buttresses. 

Above thecentreof the transept 
rose a campanile, surmounted 
by a very pointed timber-work 
spire. 

The nave, and more e^pocully 
the choir, were remarkable. 
Hi^h pillars with crockctcd and 
foliate capitals supported Hie 
springing of the large irrwihr 
arches. Above ran a circulating 
gallery or triforium. The poin- 
ted arches of the latter were 
carried by small columns which 
originally rested on the wide 
abaci of the capitals, but several 
of them had been cut away and 
replaced by statues ot apostles, f] 

evangelists, or persons of note. 



This arrangement is 
common in Burgundy and, 
like others to be found in 
the Cathedral— the exte- 
rior circulating gallery, 
the interior gallery, the 
form of the latter, and 
various decorative fea- 
lures — show liow strongly 
Trench, and especially 
Huigundhm influence |nc- 

ilurinc Hie lith century. 
The choir was ilisllg- 
ured bv an ungraceful 
16th ceiiturv allar. The 
stalls, carved about 1598 
hy C. Vnn Hoveke and 
L rhain Tailleliert, were 

the pulpll — n riclily deco- 
rated monumental work, 
at the base of which stood 
a life-size statue of St. 
Dominic. 

Urbain Taillebeit was 
also the sculptor of the 

Nave ofthe Cathedral. magnificent " Ch rial 

{Photo Antony, Ypres.)\ Triumphant" , suspended 

.Compare with photo bthw. between the columns of 



Seen from the Choir, 



It Porch. Compar 



the main entrance ; and of the tomb of An- 
toine de Hennin. Bishop of Ypres. who died 
in 1626. The centre of Hie tomb represen- 
ted the bishop inhis pontifical robes ; on the 
left, he was seen kneeling in prayer, with his 
mitre close by ; on file right, his patron, St. 
Anthony, was represented in a hermit's 
sown, accompanied liy his traditional pit'. 

A " Virgin and Child " was fortunately 
rescued from the ruins of the Cattieilrnl. 
It is a Flemish work of the 161h century. 
A surrounding fence (ttorlus conclusiis of 
the Litanies) is represented on the pedestal 
'plmtii opposite). 

Reside the lomb described above ims 
thai of Jean Yissehcrius. Bishop of Ypres, 
who died in 1 tl 13. The bishop, clothed in 
Ids |Kinlilie;il robe; ami wearing his mitre, 
was represented in a recumbent position, 
his head raised on a cushion and supported 
by his hand {photo below). 

There were other tombs in the church, 
notably thai of Louise Delage, Lady of 
Saillort, widow of the Chancellor of Bur- 
gundy, Hugonnet (bclieadcd in 1477). The Virgin of St. Martin. 

In the pavement before the altar was the {Photo Anlonv. Ypres.) 

third tombstone of the famous Cornelius 
Jansenius. II was a simple slab of stone, 

on which was, carved a cross, and in the four corners the figures 1, 6, 3, 8. 
Jansenius, Bishop of Ypres, who died of plague on May 6, 1638, was the 
founder of the sect of the Jansenists, which still exists in Holland, and 
whose headquarters are at Utrecht. When and how this tombstone was 
placed there is not known. It replaced two others removed by ecclesiastical 
authority In 1655 and 1 67 J respectively. Hound (lie chapel, known as the 
Dean's Chapel, there. was a fine copper i-iiling decorated with smalt alabas- 
ter figures. The inner doors of the church were magnificently carved ; 



(Pftolo Antony, Ypret 



those of the south portal, with 
superimposed figures of saints, 
wii'i: considered to be marvels 
of Belgian art. 

In tlie Place Vanrienpeer- 
boom, lake the Hue de Boe- 
singhe. Leaving the Rue d'El- 
\ iTiliiiinlie {see plan, p. 72) on 
Hie left, the Cattle Market is 
nexl penciled, formerly a pond, 
since filled in. Here were 
throe guild-houses, Noa. 15, 
19 and 21. No. 15 was the 
Mnison drs lialclicrs, on whose 
facade two symbolic boats 
ucivdcpiclci). Tliecimnlwhich 
po>sc, 1 before the house has 
ilis:ip|i-;uc(l. Tile date of con- 
struction tt'iis shown by an- 
cbovs liNt'd in the wall of the 
second storey : 1-6-2-9. At the 
top of the gable there was an 
iiivolutcil tiii.- Ik- which probably 
sheltered the statue of the 
patron-saint of sailors (photo 
opposite). The next house, 
part of which may he seen on 
THEMAisorJDEsBATELiEns(1629). the right of the photo, was 

Completely destroyed. Note the two embUmalical 17th century. Take the road 
ships onihe facade. [Pholo Antony, Ypres.) Qn the left which rejoins the 
Promenade, mid turning again 
" (photos below and p. 91]. fiehind 
Lctery in the gardens (pholo, p. 91). 



Turn to the te/l into the Chaussee dt Funics, leaving tin the le/t the reser- 
voir of the ruined waterworks. Take Boulevard Molou and return to the 
Grande Place, via the flue de Stuers and the Hue mi Beurre {photos, p. 92). 



e War [photo Antony, Ypres), 



This was an important, two-gabled building o[ symmetrical proportions. 
The lower part of the facade resembled that of ttie Cloth Hall, but the upper 
story and roof of the building were of a later date. The gables, with stair- 
like copings, were decorated with blind windows. The lower storey was of 



r 



The . Hospice Belle ■, in 1019, Pue he Lille. 

Mill! Ihe gables mid the upper pari of Ihe facade were brick. 

The first storey was for- 
merly occupied by ttie 
BrolDcrhood of St. Michael. 
The Museum, which was 
housed there, contained a 
number of pictures, interest- 
ing drawings of the old 
wooden fronts of the houses 
of Ypres (by L. Boehm). 
old chests containing the 
Charters of Die Drapers., 
pieces of sculpture and 
wrought ironwork. 

Almost direct It/ opposite 
the Clolh Hall is the Hue de 
Lille, in which, on the right, 
in Ihe Hospice Belle (pho- 
tos, />. 0-1). 

This home for ageil 
women was founded about 
127S by Christine tic Cuines, 
widow of Solomon Belle, 
Lord of Boesinghe, and 
rebuilt in the 17th century. 
The facade of the chape), 
which faced the Rue de 
Lille, contained twin doors, 
surmounted by a large 
Iospice Belle ., before the War. stained-glass window set in 

IPholo Antony, Ypres.) a radiating flamboyant fra- 



mework. In addition to tlie statue of St. Nicholas (against the central mu- 
lllon of the stained-glass window), the lower part of this facade was embel- 
lished with statues, in Renaissance niches, of the foundress and her 
husband. Above the window was an oculus, the decoration of which 
was mingled with that of an escutcheon immediately beneath it, on 
which the date " 1616 " could still be deciphered. 

Inside the chapel were a 17th 
century portable confessional (a 
very curious specimen of carved 
woodwork), 15th century copper 
candelabra, and a line pit tun; 
attributed to Melchior Breeder) a in 
This artist, whose works are very 
rare, was a native of Vpres. He 
painted at Dijon about 1380, and 
preceded J. van Eyck as official 
painter to the Dukes of Burgundy. 
This picture was saved. 

On the right of the street, in the 
midst of the ruins, can be seen the 
broken-in vaulting of the old 
French Barracks (photo above), and 
on the Je/f,the Hotel Mershelynck. 

The latter charming 18th cen- 
tury house stood at the corner of 
the Rue des Fripiers. It was built 
(1774-1776) from the plans of Tho- 
mas Gombert of Lille, and its last 
proprietors had converted il into 
an interesting museum. 

It was decorated with woodwork 
i Loub XVL Medal- 
* by Ant. Jos. de la Dtcque. 



The stucco ornamentation was tlit work of (Jregoire Joseph Adam 
ciennes. The staircase baluslrading was by Jacques Beernaert. 



(Pholo Antony, Yprei 



St. Peier'b CHURCH [pfcofo Anlomj. Yprcs;. 

A white slone vase, carved Irom designs by Rubens, stood in the fine 
court of the house. 

Altnosl opposite, at No. 68, was the old 14th century Templars' House, 



St. Peter's 

Church. 
Tub Choir. 



The Church or St. Pierre 



St. Peter's Church. The Choir, before thb War {photo Antony, Ypru). 



This 11th century church had been largely rebuilt. The facade was 
surmounted by a substantial square tower, flanked by tour corner turrets 
and crowned with an octagonal spire rebuilt in 18G8. 

Inside, lofty columns supported the springing of the large irregular arches, 
There was no vaulting, the church having a timber-work roof, in shape 



(The point from where this photograph u 

16th century altar, large carved pulp 
ine ciioir-screcn. 
Hue dc Lille ends at Lille Gate. Before passing through, climb up the 



an inverted keel. In it were a 16th century altar, large carved pulpit and 

a fiiit; choi"-""""" 



ramparts, from which there 
is a magnificent panorama. 

Pass through the Gate, 
the towers of which date 
from 1395. There is an 
interesting view over the 
wide moats, and of led 
ancient ramparts (rebuilt by 
Vauban], which were ruined 
by shells. 

Turn back and re-enter 
the loam by the. same way. 
Beyond the Church of St. 
Pierre, lake the first street on 
the right ns far as Rue ites 
Chiens, where, on turning tti 
Ihe left, the ruins of the 
Church St. Jacques, and 
the shattered facade at the 
Hotel t>k Cist, will fieneen. 

The latter fine house, wlili 
double (rahles dated from 
the 16th century. The tran- 
sition from ITdh to 16th ren- 
tury style is very mar- 
ked : on the ground-floor is 
the Irregular arch of the 
15th century, while on the 
first floor the arches are full 
semi-circles, framing the 
rectangular bays, whose 



British Cemetery at the Hospice Notre-Dame. 

tympana are decorated with flamboyant figures. These tympana were 
added some years later, thus giving the wide 17th century windows, of 
which the (French) architect of the Hotel Merghelynck made such happy 
use {pholo, p. 101). Having reached the. Grande. Place, lake Hue de Menin on 
the right, leaving on the left the ruins of the Hospick Notre-Dame. Next 
lake the Menin Road, to visit the Chateau de Hooge and Zillebeke. 



n the ttiratlonjjt Iloogeand Zillebeke, 



Visit to Zillebeke and Hooge. 
(See route-map, p. 47.) 

,41 the Menin Gale leave the Weslroosebeke Road on the left, and take 
the main road to Menin on the right. 

On the right, near the last houses, is a British cemetery (photo above). 
Before the level-crossing over the ¥ pres-Roulers railway, take the road to the 
right. After passing two further level-crossings, the road descends slightly. 
On the left is a large British Cemetery ; on the high ground to the right ore 
the remains o! the Chateau, whilst in the distance lies Zillebeke Pond. 
On the left is another Cemetery. Pass, on the left, the beginning of an 



: all thul remains of Ike Church Tim 



i! [phalu Anlonij, Yprts). 



impassable road, which formerly led In Ihc main road from Merlin. Go past 
the ruins of Zillebeke Church, shown in Ihe photographs, p. 104 (before 
and after Ihe War). Return by the same road ns far as Ihe railway, and 
turn to the right. A large British Cemetery, con taining 1,500 to 2, 000 gra- 
ves, will be seen on the western slopes of the Hooce Chest. The site or the 
village of Hooge— marked only by a notice board— is next reached. There 
is no trace whatever left of the chateau or of Bcllewaarde Lake. It was 
here that the battles of July 31, 1917, were fought. On June 1, 1917, 
the first objectives of the British, in their offensive Tor the clearing of 
Ypres, wore the Wood and Village of Hooge. They were only taken on 
July 31, although the chateau itself was captured in June. 

.1 



Again lost by the British in April, 1918, these positions were evacuated 
by the Germans in October. 

Follow the road lo the top of the crest, where the " Tank Cemetery, " 
containing fourteen derelict tanks, lies (pfcofo below). 

Now skirt on the right the beginning of Sanctuary Wood, beyond which 
is the strategic Elevation 60. Elevation 60 was captured by the Germans 
in 1914, anil retaken by the British in 1915. It was the object of frequent 
attacks, chiefly the German attack of April 27-28, 1916. At the place cal- 
led Veldhoek, opposite HEnKpjTHftcE Wood (full of concrete shelters and 
tanks), reltirn lo Yprcs, entering the loam by the Menin Gate. 



From Ypres to Poperinghe. 

Cross ihe town bg the Grande Place, Rue au Beurre, Rue des Stueri, Bob* 

levard Maloa, on the right, and But Capron, on the left, coming out at the 
Qhaassie de Poperinghe. On leaving the town pat* over the level-crowing. 

From Ypres to Vlamertinghe, the road runs through devastated country ; 
here numerous trenches and machine-gun shelters can stilt be seen. 

Take the level-crossing over the Haiebrouck-Y pres railway, then cross 
the Kemmetbeek by a bridge, still in good condition, and go through Vlnmer- 
tlnghe. This village suffered greatly from the bombardments. In front of 
the partly demolished church the road turns /o the left. 

From Vlamertinghe to Poperinghe the aspeet of the country changes 
completely. The road is shaded by large trees, and there are hop-flelda on 
both sides. 

Enter Poperinghe by the Chaussie d' Ypres, continued by the Rue a" Ypres. 
Passing Ihe Hotel des Postes and the HAtel-de-Ville, Ihe tourist comes to 
the Grande Place. 



Poperinghe, 

Poperinghe, a small town of 12,000 inhabitants, is the centre of an 
agricultural district, where hop-growing is the chief industry. 

Ot its three churches, two only are interesting from an artistic point of 

The Chuuch of St. Jean is Romanesque in style, whilst that of St. 
Behtin contains some remarkable woodwork : the Verite pulpit, the Dean's 
confessional, and the rood-loft are masterpieces of the Renaissance period. 

In the court of the Hotel Skindles there is a tombstone dating from 
1171. 

Old houses are rare In Poperinghe, the town having several times been 
destroyed. 



On Ihe left is an Allied cemetery containing 501) lo GOO graves. On the 
right, against the sky, is Cats Hill. Numerous machine-guns shelters can 
still be seen along the road. Cross a narrow-ynugr raihray. which serves a 
military station on the right. 

The road is first undulating, then descends lo Renlnghelst. Here 
leave The Church oh the left, which has not greatly suffered. In the church- 
yard near by, there are a few Trench soldiers' graves. At llic cross-roads, 
turn to the left, then 200 y/mtx further on, id Zevecoten. lake the road on the 
right lo La Clvtte. 

The further we advanre the greater Ihe d.-vustidion beemues. 

jffore this village. 

Aflcr the capture of Keimncl Hill, a violent enemy altaek on April 2/ 
broke down before the dospciiitu resistance of the Trench 2811] Infantry 
Division (Madelin) and (he Krilisli tith Infantry Division. 

Kcmmel is seen on the left, and Scherpenberg in front. 

Pass the church [photo, p. 111). The road turns lo Ihe right beyond Ihe 



ast houses, and gradually climb* the slopes of the Scherpenberg [altitude, 
340 fret). The flank of this hill is almost perpendicular, and in It are nume- 
rous remains of shelters. 



In spits of all their efforts, Ihe Germans faile to reach the Schcrpcnberg In 
their offensive of 1918. Their efforts to outflank the Flanders Hills on the 
north broke down before the resistance of the French 39th Infantry Division 
(Massenet) on April 26, 27 and 28, 1918. 

At the next fork turn la the right into the village of Westoutre. Here 
the road winds through the valley. The river on the left has, owing to 
shell-fire, become a small lake. Westoutre suffered greatly from the bom- 
bardments. 

Pass the HMd-de-V ille, then turn to the left in front of the church. The 
road rises sharply and winds round Vidaigne Hill. The many shelters 
in the sides of the hill can plainly be seen. 

Behind the hill, leave the road leading to the French frontier, and lake the 
road on the left which first descends and then climbs the slopes of Rouge 
Hill. From the plateau there is a splendid view across the plains. 

Leave on the left the ruins of the Chapel of Notre-Damc-de-Lourdes. 

Biting rather stiffly, the road runs into the Bailleul Rood. On turning 
to the right, the flrsl houses of Loere villagt are reached. 



IiriNs of La C 



Lvcxi *aj I.:- - r:.t ■■: iv-rti' ■* :;.-htirw ■•.-.riot l;.i '>:man oSea±iv<: 
arom't t*- Flan '.-:- H:ili -■: (■>!-. •.'•n April I'.', 19lr. it «J' tjL^n t> toe 
ea?m> a(t-T j .Aar.v :t'lvatK< t > t..«.c Alpim: C>rp*. *:.i.:h ;>j.i >uooe«>!tftl m 
reaching K-" ■.ut*'.'. ■■« ~ V ilk; . < -n tr<? jam* >la>. l!> -.I'.ht- of tbid pict^i 



e Road at Kemmel a 



t emlern itopes of Kemmet Hill. 



Ruins op Kemhel Chai 
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corps continued their advance as far as the crossing with the Westoutre road, 
1 kilometre lo the north of Locre ; but here French dragoons, in an irre- 
sistible counter-attack, drove the Germans back and recaptured Locre, 
leaving only the Hospice, to the south-east of the village, in enemy hands. 

Beyond the ruins of the church, in the middle of a devastated cemetery, 
(urn lo the left ; then al the. ncxl fork, laming sonic French graves on the left, 
lake the road on the right leading to Kemmel Hill. 

This hill, the first of the Hills of Flanders, is famous for the battles fought 
there in 1918. On April 17, 1918, the Germans had reached the foot. On 
the 25th, they rushed to the a! Lack, encircling and eapLuring the hill, which 
was held by the French 30th Infantry Regiment. During the next and 
following days French coiuiler-al kicks failed to dislodge I lie enemy. It was 
only on August 30 that the Germans evacuated the hill ; on the 31st it 
was occupied by the British. 

Pass Buhgbavr Farm. At Ihe fool of Ihe hill {inaccessible lo vehicles) 
the road turns to the left. Here the ground is completely churned up, the 
bits of road being connected up by litlle bridges tlirown across the shell- 
holes. In the distance is seen I lie ruined church of Ken unci (photo, p. 1 13 J. 
On reaching the village, turn lo the right, to visit the ruins of the chateau 
{photo, p. 1 14), then return lo the fork and hike, the road on the right. 

The road is hilly, as the photograph, taken !i00 yards this side of the 
crossing with the La Clytte road, shows. Ka-ping straight along the road 
ba which he came, as far as Zevecoten, the tourist turns first lo the left and 
then lo the right. 

In ihe centre of Reninghelst village, take Ihe Ne.uve-Eglise road on the left. 
At the fork in the road al Heksken, turn to the right towards Poperinghe. 
Cross the river. Al the crossing of the road from Poperinghe to Boeschepe, 
turn lo the left to visit the largest cemetery in this region {shown on the 
route-map, p. 108), which contains 20,000 to 22,000 graves. The photo- 
graph below gives but a slight idea of the size of it. 



General View of Cats Hell. 

Itelrac.iru) his slept (lie tourist hikes the mud which first skirts the railway 
and then crosses il (I. c.) to rejoin the Popcrintjhc-Steenwoorde rood. Take 
the latter on the left. (See route-map, p. 108.) 

At the hamlet o! Adeele there is a Belgian Custom-house (visa ot " trip- 
tyque " or motor-car permit]. The French Custom-house is at Steen- 
woorde (the third house to the right on entering). Usual formalities. 

Opposite the Custom-house take I. C. 128 on the lejl, which, a/ter several 
turnings, leads to Godewaersvelde. Leave the village on the le/t. 



Cats Hill Abbey. 



On the jar side 0/ the level-crossing the rood rises, and the Abbey on iht 
lap of Cats Hill soon comes into view. 

There is a magnificent viewlrom the wayside-cross on the plateau. Visit 
the monastery, whose buildings sufTcrcil greatly from Hie bombardments. 

Pass in front of the cross and take. the. second road on the right, which slopes 
down fairly quickly lo the village of Bert hen, through which the. tourist passes. 

In Vie hamlet of Schaexhen, opposite the Inn with the sign " An Vieux 
Schacxhcn, " turn lo the left, passing in front of a small chateau in the middle 
of a mod on the right. A plateau — Noir Hill — ploughed up by countless 
shells, is reached shortly afterwards. 

At Ihe fork in the road turn lo the rlghl (the road on the left leads back 
Into Belgium). 

Go through the hamlet of La Oaix-de-Poperinghe, Ihen at the next fork 
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take the road to Bailleul on the right. At Bailleul leave the lunatic asylum 
on the left. The French Custom-house is in the Rue d'Ypres. (In June, 
1919, there was as yet no corresponding office at Locre in Belgium.) 

Bailleul suffered terribly from the bombardments, most of the houses 
being destroyed. 

Bailleul was taken by three German divisions on April 15, 1918, as well 
as Lille Hill and the Ravelsberg, to the west of the town. But the next 
day the German forces who had orders to consolidate their success and 
turn the chain of hills from the south, were rudely checked by Frencli 
divisions, rushed up to relieve their British comrades, and in three days, 
thanks lo the prompt and vigorous action of General Fetain, they were 
driven back. 

Have a look round the Grande Place, bejore taking Bue de Lille (N. 42)" 
on the le/t. At the ,\o\wcaU-Monde crow-roads, winery there is an important 
munitions dc|iOI with riulwnv-sl.iit.ion, turn sharply In the le/t, leaving Lille 
Hill on the left. 

After twice, crossing the railway {1. c.) Ilu: Customs Burriicks are passed. 
The road passes over three more level-crossings, skirls the frontier, crosses 
the railway, and then the Stilbecque stream. Next pass through Nieppe vil- 
lage — almost entirely demolished ; then over the railway (I. c). Cross 
the Lys by the Nieppe Bridge and enter Arm en litres, via the Bue de Nieppe. 

At the cross-roads lake Bue Rationale on the right, and follow the tram- 
lines as far as the crossing of Hue de Lille with Rue de Marie. Take the 
latter to the right, and cross the railway (I. c). 

For particulars concerning Armoni.h'Toxsee p. 49-54, of the first Itinerary. 

Keep straight on lo Bois-Greniei", turning to the right in front of the ruined 
church. 

Outside the village lake the second road on the right lo Fleurbalx. 

Pass the church, of which a few walls are still standing (photo below), 
then turn to the left beyond the Square into Bue de Quesnes. Numerous 
concrete shelters were built inside the houses. 

■Vr/ir the British cemetery the road turns lo the rigid, then lo the left, and 
enters La veil tie. Turn to the right in the Place de VEglise, then lo the left 
over a level-crossing near the station. 



Destroyed Cm 



After several turnings Ike road runs past a small ruined chapel, crosses 
a river, then turns to the right, and crosses the Lys. At the first houses of 
Est a Ires, 100 yards beyond thr bridge, turn In the left, amid the ruins. 

Pass the ruined gas-works and fatlou; the main street shown in the photo 
below. In the middle- ground of thin ^holograph are seen the walls of tlie 
church, the steeple o( which has ■ 



n Stheet of Est aires. 



Mebville (ola engraving). 

Leave Ihe Square on the left, in which formerly stood the Hdlel-de-Ville ; 
its ruined belfry is now a mere heap ol bricks and stones. 

Beyond a German cemetery on ihe right, pass through Neuf-Berquln, after 
which, on turning to the left, Merville comes into view. 



A I. the entrance is tin 1 cemetery, the size of which Ims been doubled by 
serried rows of little wooikm crosses, each marking a British grove. 

II time can be spared (two or tliree hours) proceed as far as Nieppe 
Forest, keeping straight on, and leaving Merville on the left. 



IDeslrogrd by the German bombardmen 



Contrarily lo otlier forests in the battle area, Nieppe Forest did not 
suffer greatly, although, like the others, it concealed munitions and stores. 
(Note the numerous narrow-gauge rails lying along the roadside.) 

The roads themselves bear traces of hastily constructed defence-works. 

On the left, near the outskirts of the forest, a pathway leads lo a ceme- 
tery containing British soldiers' graves. 

La Motte-au-Bois, lying in a clearing, suffered little. Its 17th century 
chateau, which escaped destruction, can be reached by crossing the canal 
over a temporary bridge, leaving on the right a small octagonal chapel of 
no special interest. 

Return by Ihe same road lo Merville, and pass through it, taking a glance 
at the ruins oC the church on the right. Cross the canal, the Lys, and the 
railway near Ihe station, and tarn to the left Immediately afterwards. 

Fo!'i-:i- the r'lihrtiy, thru re cruss it. 'I'iie road here runs parallel to the 
canal. At the next fork leave on Ihe left the road to La (Ioiigoe ; turn to Ihe 
rigid, cross the railway, and enter Lest rem. Beyond the bridge over the 
Lawe, pass the, church, then turn to Ihe rigid, and skirl the grounds of an old 
ruined chiUcnn. 

This cliuluuii— completely restored in 1800— was used by the Germans 
as an observation-post, ami subsequently blown up by them on April 10, 
L91S [photo, p. 12-2). 

O/i leaving l.eslrem Ihe roud winds. On the left, broken fragments of 
iron-work mark the site of the distillery, which provided a livelihood for 
part of the working population of La Fosse village. The ruined church 
is seen lo Ihe left, on the far side of the canal, 



Go through the hamlel of Zeiobes, which, like that of Lobes, was razed 
to the ground. 

Pass through what mas Locon village (photo, p. 123}. 

Lams. Canal, after running parallel lo the road, turns and crosses it. Cross 
the canal by the temporary bridge. 

A tillle further on. th* rrm/i uijnin follows the canal as fur as the entrance 



Cross the Aires Canal, pass the railway station on the left, then through 
the horse-market to Ihe Place de la Republlquc. Cross the taller and take 
Rue da Ilivagc to the Grande Place. 



l-'or four years tin 
AttiicntieresSj was Ihe a 


■ whole district just passed throng] 
ccne of incessant fighting. 


), since leaving 


In October, 191-1. i 
than six months ot co 


t saw the close of llio fighting whicl 
d Hit: stabilising of the front here r 
ntiniioiis lighting. 


l concluded the 
csultcd in more 



A litllc liilcr, the Arlois Offensive of 191 j found ancclio in local operations 
for the possesion of key positions like l-'cstubcrt and Neuve-Chapelle, 
giving rise to sanguinary struggles without deceive result for either side. 

Finally, in 1918, it was the scene of the third great German offensive for 
the conquest of the Hills (set, pp. 38-43). 



MthuM. 

The founding in 984 of the Collegiate Church of St. Bartholomew, by 
Robert I., ancestor of Sully, is the first mention of Btthune in history. The 
town, owned in turn by the Counts of Flanders, the Dukes of Burgnndy, and 
the House of Austria, annexed to France at the Peace of Ntmegue In 1678, 
taken in 1710 by the Triple Alliance, whs Anally restored to France In 1713 
by the Treaty of Utrecht. 

A fraternity, called the " Confrfirie des Charitable* ", still survives. 
Founded after the plague of 1188 by two blacksmiths, to whom St. Elol 
appeared in a vision, asking them to assist their fellow-countrymen wh» 
were dying unsuccoured, it performed the burial rites of the dead. 

During the Great War the town was intermittently bombarded for three 
and a half years, but from the end of February, 1918 to April 21 the vio- 
lence of the shelling increased tenfold, and on the latter date the civil popu- 
lation had to be evacuated, the battle having carried the Germany lines 
toVithin two miles of Bethune. 



BBTKUHB (aid engraving). 

On April 13-18 the bombardment became so Intense that the town was 
almost razed to the ground. 

The officials and the miners ol the district were mentioned In Orders of 
the Day for their courage and endurance. 

At first sight, the town does not seem to have suffered so much, but this 
Impression soon passes. 

The Grande Place {photo,p. 126),in which the chief beauties of this small 
town were concentrated, is now a heap of bricks and stones. 

Theoldhouses have fallen down; only the facade of one of them (No. 44), 
dating from the 16lh century, remains, and even this one was severely 
damaged and is now supported by wooden props. 

Of the modern HAtel-de-VUle there remains only a small portion of the 
facade (photo, p. 127), whilst the Savings Bank on the left is a shapeless 

The belfry, built in 1346 and restored forty years later, is still standing, 
but the upper portion of it has disappeared, and the houses which surrounded 
it have fallen down. 



Bethune. The Ghande Place. Be/ore the War. {Cliche LL.) 

Its lower is standing as far ns l!ie upper part of Uic sun-dial, whilst Hie 
four admirable gargoyles wlikili project at the corners, and thegracetulcurves 
of Hie pointed windows of its lirsl storey, escaped injury. 

The remains ot the spiral staircase leading to the top may still be seen, 
but the 15th century wooden spire has gone. 

This spire contained a peal of bells, one of which, dated 1576, was called 
" La Joyenso. " 

" La Joyeuse " is silenced lor ever. 



e Place. After the bombardments. 



This peal gave its name lo (In- street behind the belfry, which leads to 
the Church of St.Vaasl (1IJ33 IM5). nhu«e massive tower was more than 
half-a -century later than the rest of the Iiuildine. 

To leave the town, return /rum the Grande Place lo Place de la Rlpu- 
bliqae. (In June, 1917, if was imp<nn!.i-- .',. lake Rue d' Arras, which is the 
direct rand, ail litis purl i>> /'.'■ I ■■■ a l,\ ■ .: •■• slructetl by ruins). 

In the Place de la He'iniblique take Unulevard Victor-Hugo on the right, 
and then Rue Marcelin-H'i-H-eM, aisn :n the right. Al the cross-roads lake 
Rue de Lille to the left. The Fanhnrr? dp Lille suffered severely from the 
bombardments. Take A'. 11 alongside the Aire Canal. 

For four years the flghtine never reused in this region. Leave the Fes- 
tubert sector on Itic right. Throughout the struggle, the Canadians fought 



~ 



Bethune. Rue d'Arras, befor 

Kultor'b blight fell, on it. 

(Cliche LL.) (Set below.) 



d' Arras — Wb*t i 



DKSTitnvEti h 



L-rs was dedicated to the heroes 

•' Oui, vou3 avez ralson, c'cat hideux le carnage, 

Oui, le progrcs blessfi rtcule ct ae debat, 

Notre siecle en fureur retourne au Moyen-Age, 

Mais sachons done nous battre, au moins, puisqu'on se bat. " 

At ihe crossing of N. 41 with A'.', leave the. latter on Ihe right. 

Cross She Grande Hue d' Anneiiuln. From here, on the right, coalpit 
No. 9 can be seen, with its wrecked machinery in the air — a mass of twisted 
ironwork. 

The ruined uillai/t of Cambrin is next pusscd Ihrounh. On Ihe other side 
of Ihe tcoet-crossinij, teiwe on Ihe right I tit: badly L l;iiji;iyisa village'uf AuchY- 
La-Bass*e The road now follows Ihe canal. After crossing Ihe railway 
(I. c.) vast heaps of broken railway tracks smashed by the shells can be seen 
in the fields on the riirtit- Further on are eight or nine blockhouses which 
were formerly brick-kilns. Turn to tin: left, cross the railwii'j, then the Aire 
Canal by the nnr suspension bridge (lirnidf the old one shown in Ihe photo- 
graph) and enter La Bassee. now a heap ol ruins. 

La BaSSCC, an important ten I re staudhnr at the jiiiielinn or several roads 
and railways, in the heart of the plain of Glanders, south-west of Lille, was 
the objective of many desperate struggles during Hie war. 

In October, 1914, the district of La Bassee was the scene of endless 
lighting between the Allied and enemy cavalry forces, ihe little town finally 
remaining in the hands of the Germans. 

A year Inter, the British offensive in Ariois drove back the Germans south 
. of La Bassee, whilst to the north the posiliuns of Neuve-Chapi-lle and Aubers 
were bitterly disputed. However, tjie lines sliilfed hut little, and La Bassee 
still remained in the centre of the line of _ fire. 



if, I'a^sie (old engraving). 

During the Germap offensive of 1918, Ihe fonn nenin came inside the 
German lines, but the enemy were driven out shortly aftei 
Allied offensive that led to the Armistice and to the 
victory. 

Go through the Ttue d'Eslaires, in which there is a large and very high 
armoured shelter that served as nn observation-post.' Pass the ruined 
church {photo, p. 132), then lum to the right into the Grande Place. Inside 
a three -storied house, which later collapsed under the shell- fire (photo, p. 132), 
there was a German observation-post of concrete, armed with machine- 
Run". 

<■ atonr, A. 41. wilh its f:ne trees cut down 



{Compare 



on the left, and 1 OH y,irds furllwr un, oui a liirfjt ae-vine {hading lo Ihe Cha- 
teau de Va4ineton). On the right, and connected with N. 4 1 by a small 
bridge, there is a large German Cemeti-.bv with a monument tu the memory 
of the soldiers of the loth Regiment (Prim Friedrich) [photo, p. 133). 

The road leads to Fournes, the outskirts of which are crossed by flue Pas- 
tear. Pass an avenue of fine trees leading to the Chateau of Comte d'Hes- 
pel, accidentally burned down. 

At the cross-roads there is a liaruisturui erected by the Germans. A crude 
painting on the. back of the stand represents a tug-of-war between a German 
and British, French and American soldiers, in which the German wins appa- 
rently with ease. Italy, depicted as a monkey, is seen clinging to the 
rope. Afler turning to Ihe right the road passes the large Gombert Board 
ing School, which was severely damaged. Behind it is a large cemetery. 

Follow the road to the badly damaged village of Besucamps, where there 
are numerous concrete shelters in the houses. At the cross-roads turn to 
the ie/t. A wayside-cross, ten yards further on, indicates the road. A short 
distance further on are the ruins of the Chateau de Flandres, the basement 
of which, in reinforced concrete, was used as a machine-gun emplacement. 



r 



The loiiri.il next comes to what was Radinghe-n. Beyond the ruined 
church (photo, p. 133), (urn to the right past an armoured shelter which 
defended the road ; pots under the niiliruy, and tit the hamlet of La ValUe, 
beyond a chapel, turn Iti the right into Ennelieres. The road continues through 
the ruins nf Englos and Haubourdin. 



Hai>bovai>in 'uffertni comparatively little from the shells, but like all' the 
other occupied lnwn« or France, it was subjected to exactions, war-levies, 
deportations and pillapc. The German soldiers, when relieved from the 
Hindenbnnf lirn\ hail ttifir rest-billets there. The church (ot no special 
Interest), the hospital ;l!jlh century), and a chapel built in 1347, are still 

After potting !tir„,i<jti Loos, return to Lille, entering by the Bettiune Gulf. 



Lille, after 
hent of 1914. 



l: Rue de Paris. 



■n October 21, 11)18 



THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 1914. 

Commander-in-Chief. Field-Marshal Sir John French. 



C'u/tili'il Uii'i.iiu' 
1(1 Can. Bde. : Briq.-Gen. C. J. C 
2nd Cop. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. H. 

Lisle. 
8rd Can. Bde. : Briq.-Gen. H. 
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Field-Marshal Earl Haio, 

First Army Corps. Lieut 
Brio.-Gen. R. A. : Brio.-Gen. H. S. Hqrne. 
lit Dluliion : Major-Gen. S. H. Lomax. 
l»i Cuardi Bde. : Brio.-Gen. F. 1. Maxbe. 
2nd Inf. Bde. x Brio.-Gen. e. 3. Bulfin. 
Brd Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. H. S. Landoh. 
Arlillerg : Brig.-Gen. N. D. FindlaY. 

Second Army Corps. Gener 
Brlg.-Gen, B. A. x Briq.-Gen. A. H. Short. 
3rd Division, Major-Gen. H. I. W. Ha- 

7th Inf. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. F. W. N. Mt 

Cracken. 
81ft Inf. Bde. : Brio.-GeN. B. J. C. Doran. 
9JA Int. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. F. C. Shaw. 
Artillery : Br[g.-Gen. F. D. V. Wing. 

lSWft In/. Bde. : Maj. 
Third Army Corns. Maj 

Harmed m l-ranrt 
Brig.- Gen. B. A 
Brig.- Get 



Swaine, 
London 

SUITH-DORRIBN, 



-Gen. Sir Douglas Haio. 

Brlg.-den. R. E. : Brio.-Gen. S. R. Rick. 

2nd Diniiion i Majoh-Gbn. C. C. Munro. 

4Jft Guards Bde.:BHia.-GE«. R. Scott-Kerr. 

5th Inf. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. R. C. B. Hakinq. 

6th Inf. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. R. II. Da vies. 

Artillery x Brio.-Geh. E. M." Perceval, 
il Sir H. L. Smith-Dorrien. 

Brlg.-Gen. R.E.: Brio.-Gen. A. E. Sand Bach. 

r.(:i nii'isr'iji?, Majoh-Gen. Sir C. Ferous- 

SON, BT. 

131/i Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. C. J. Cutiibert. 
I4lh Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. S. P. Rolt. 
151ft Inf. Gde. : Brio.-Gen. A. E. W. Count 



ilft Dtottton. Major-Gen. T. D'O. Show. 

\0lh Inf. Bde. : Dbig.-Cen. J. A. L. Haldane. 

llfft Inf. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. A. G- Hunter- 

wufoit. 
IMA Inf. Bde. : Briq.-Gen. H. F. M. Wilson 
Arlillerg x Brio.-Gen. G. F. Milne. 
Sin Diviiion, Major-Gen. J. L. Keir. 



i-Gen. W. P. Plilthni 

, August 31, 1919.) 

Brio.-Gen. E. J. Phillips-Hornbi 
B. E. Brig.-Gen. F. M. Glubb. 



Arlillerg -. Mriq.-Gbn. W. L. M. Paoet. 



:.;!■■ . 

FIRST BATTLE OF YPRES. 

(October 19 — November 21, 1914.) 

General Officer Commanding-in-Chicf. Field-Marshal Sib John French. 

Cavalry Corps. Gem. Sir E. H. H. Allen by. 

Ut Cod. Division : Major-Gen. H. de B. de 3rd Can. Bde. : Uhig.-Gbn. J. A. BELL 

lit Cao.Bde. : Brio.-Gen. C. J.Brioos. 41ft Cau. Bde. : Bhig.-Gbk. C. E. Oitlli* 

tad Cat). Bde. ; Bum. -Gen. R. L. Mullens. 5th Cau. Bde. : Brio.-Gbn. P. Cbetwodb. 
tad Cao. Division : Major-Gen H. P.Gough. 

3rd Cau. Division : Major-Gen. J. W. Byno. 
6IA Cod. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. E. Making. 7fh Can. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. C. M. Kavanaqh. 

8il Cau. Bde. : Brio. -Gen. C. B. Bulkeley-Johnson. 



First Army Corps. 

1st Division : Major-Gen. S. H. Lomax. 
1*1 Guard* Bde. : Brig.-Gen. C. Fiticla- 

RENCE. V. C, 

Snd Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. E. S. Bulfin. 
3rd Inf. Bdt. : Brig.-Gen. H. J. S. Landon. 
Artillery ; Brio.-Gen. E. A. Fanshawe. 

Second Army Corps. 
3rd Division : Major-Gen. C. J. Mackenzie. 
71ft Inf. Bde. : Bfiig.-Ghn. F. W. Mc Craken. 
8/A Inf. Bde. : Brio. -Gen. B. J. C. Doran. 
91ft Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. F. C. Shaw. 
Artillery : Brio.-Gen. A. H. Short. 

Third Armij Corps. 
ilk Division: Major-Gen. H. F.M.Wilson. 
lOJ/t Inf. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. C. I'. A. Hull. 
Illft Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. A. Hunter 

12/fi. Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. F. G. Anley. 
Artillery : Brig.-Gen. G. F. Milne. 



Gen. Sir D. Haio. 
2nd Division : Major-Gen. C. C. Monro. 
4th Gwirds Bde. : Briq.-Gbn. Lord (;avan. 

bth Inf. Bde. : Col. C^B. Web ' 



Gen. Sib H. L. Smith-Dorri 

51k Division : Major.-Gen. T. N. 
laift Inf. Bde. : Col. A. W. Mai 



Fourth Army Corps. Lieu 

llh Division : Mxj' 
201ft Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. H. Rugoles- 

21*1 Inf.' Bde. : Brig.-Gen. H. E. Watts. 

Indian Armi) Corps. 
3rd {Lahore) Dio. : Lieut.-Gim. H. A. Wat- 

7I/i Ind. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. R. G. Egehton. 
81ft Ind. Bde. : Major.-Gen. P. M. Carmedy. 
Artillery Brio.-Gbn. F. E. Johnson. 



16(ft Inf. Ode. : Bhig.-Gen. E. C. Inoouville 

17<ft Int. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. W. R. B. Doran. 
ISHi Inf. liite. : Hihg.-Gen. W. N.CONOEEVB. 
lflfli Int. Bde. -. Brig.-Gen. Hon. F. Gordon. 
Artillery : Brig.-Gen. W. H. L. Paobt. 

,-Gen. Sib H. S. IUwunson. 

jor-Gen. T. Capper. 

22nd Inf. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. S. T. B. Law- 

Artitlenj : Brig.-Gen. H. K. Jackson. 

Lieut.-Gen. Sir J. Wil 
7Wi IMeerul) Div. : Lieut.-Ge? 

191ft Ind. Bde. : Brio.-Gbn. C. E. J 

201ft Ind. Bde. : Major-Gen. H. Du KbaeT. 
21*! Ind. Bde. : Brio.-Gbn. F. Mac a a. 
Artillery I Bhig.-Gbn. A. P. Scon. 



THIRD BATTLE OF YPRBS. 
{July 31— November 6, 1916.) 



General Officer Commanding-in-Chief. Fiel 
First Army. Lieut.-Gen. S 

lsJ Army Corps : Lieut.-Gen. A. E. A. Holland. 

llifc Army Corps : Lieut-Gen. Sir E. C. R Hakinq. 

13tft Army Corps : Major-Gen. F. W. N. Mc Cracken. 

Second Army. General Sin II. C. O. Plumeb. 

2nd Army Corps {with 3th Army during Aug.) : 1.h:ut-Gen. SirC. W. Jacob. 

ath Armij Corps (with jth Army during Aug. & Sept.) 

MAJOJt-Gl-;*. Sill. A. C. Ht.'KTKR-WBSTOK. 

9th Army Corps : Lieut-Gen. A. Hamilton Gordon. 

101ft Army Cory* : Majok.-Gen. Sir T. L. N. Morland. 

lsl Amac Corps : Lieut.-Gen. Sir W. R. Blrdwood. 

2nd Anzac Corps ; Major-Gen. Sir A. J. Godlev. 

Third Army. Lieut.-Gen. the Hon. Sir J. H. G. Bynq. 

3rd Army Corps : Lieut.-Gen. Sir W. P; Pultbnsy. 

4th Army Corps : Lieut.-Gen. Sir C. L. Woollcokbe. 

6th Army Corps : Major.-Gen. J. A. L. Haldanb. 

nth Army Corps ' Lieut.-Gen. Sih C, Ferguson. 



Fifth Army. Lieut.-Gen. Sir H. de la P. Cough. 
2nd Army Corps (see 2nd Army) : Libut.-Gbn. Sir C. W. Jacob. 
51ft Army Corps : Libut.-Gbn. E. A. Fanshaw. 
■my Corps {see 2nd Army) : Major-Gen. Sir A. G. Hunter-Weston. 
141ft Army Corps : Libut.-Gbn. Lord^Cavan. 
18th Army Corps : Major.-Gen. Sih F. L. Maxse. 
19ift Army Corps : Majoh-Gen. H. E. Watts. 
v Zealand Division [Unattached) : Major-Gen. Sir A. H. Husseli, 
Canadian Army Corps : Lieut.-Gen. Sir E. A. H. Alderson. 



PhoJo Russet, London. Photo Chandler, Exeter 

Lord Brna, a. c »., u. c H. a. ' Tub Earl ovCavan, b,f, 
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